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SCNA Presents “Desegregating Sacramento” about Nathaniel Colley

Sacramentos first African American
attorney subject of Oct. 17 event

By Kathy Les

ometimes historical figures make a big impact

but are lost to memory by subsequent genera-
tions. Such is the case with Nathaniel S. Colley, Sr.,
whose name may be unfamiliar but whose work in
Sacramento and beyond had a lasting impact on hous-
ing desegregation.

SCNA’s Ad Hoc Racial Justice Committee and
the Nathaniel S. Colley Sr. Civil Rights Coalition
seek to rectify that when they present Desegregating
Sacramento at 7 p.m. on Oct. 17 in Curtis Hall at the
Sierra 2 Center. The program features Chris Lango, a
Colley expert and producer of two short films spot-
lighting Colley’s impact in local, state and national
efforts to end discrimination in both public and
private housing. This year marks the 75th anniversary
of Colley’s work in Sacramento. In his day, his success
earned him the name “Mr. Civil Rights of California.”
Colley, who was from Alabama, graduated from the

Tuskegee Institute and Yale Law School before arriving
in Sacramento with his wife in 1948 to live in her

See Colley, Page 2

Nathaniel Colley, c. 1961 at age 43.

Photo courtesy California State Archives

John Mathews commemorative park bench fundraising begins

By Kathy Les

coming weeks.

Soon after his death, John’s wife,
Nicoletta Anselmo, initiated talks with
SCNA board members and contacted
Joe Flores, Sacramento Parks Commis-
sioner for Council District 7, which
includes Curtis Park.

Flores met John in 2019 when names
were considered for the Crocker Village

hen SCNA board member

John Mathews died sudden-
ly last year, honoring his legacy was
paramount, given his years of service on
behalf of SCNA.

Mathews served over a decade as a
board member, chairing the Neighbor-
hood Concerns Committee for several
years. He also was involved in myriad park.
issues and events, striving to make Cur-
tis Park more livable and fun.

Mathews will be honored with a
bench in Curtis Park pending fund-

raising and application approval in the

“John was the one who brought up
and championed naming the park after
Ray Eames,” explained Flores.

Flores remembered how passionately

Bret Harte
Students unwrap
musical opportunities

Page 12 Page 11

Mr. Pickles
Party to support
shelter animals

John felt about naming the park after
the internationally famous designer,
artist and filmmaker from Sacramento,
while insisting that the process be fair to
all under consideration.

Ray Eames, one of three semi-
finalists, was ultimately chosen, in part
because so few Sacramento city parks
are named for women — fewer than 10
in 230.

“It was John who challenged me to
manage a then-controversial item, to
see a fair and equitable outcome,” said
Flores, who is helping raise money for
the bench.

“John gave his all to the neighbor-
hood and volunteered for everything,.
I mean everything,” Anselmo said.
“When I suggested he take a break, he'd
insist he had to show up at an event to
support the cause.”

Anselmo recalled that John also

See Mathews, Page 2

John Mathews

Photo courtesy Nicoletta Anselmo
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Colley

Continued from page 1

hometown. Their first home was on Second Avenue in
Curtis Park.

Colley opened an office downtown and became
Sacramento’s first African American attorney in private
practice, engaging in many aspects of law. When he
learned that Blacks were only allowed residency in 16
of 310 units in the then-named New Helvetia public
housing complex on Broadway, his life’s work fighting
for fair housing began.

In the landmark 1954 case Ming vs. Horgan, Colley
convinced the U.S. Supreme Court that entities
receiving federal funds could not engage in discrimi-
nation. His first legal win was for local public housing,
but he ultimately won equal access for Blacks in pub-
lic and private housing at the state and national levels,
as well. He served on the State Board of Education
under Governor Pat Brown and on President John E.
Kennedy’s Committee for the U.S. Armed Forces. He
knew both men well.

Film producer Chris Lango, previously with
KCRA, is now an independent archival producer
and researcher who also works as a consultant for
the Nathaniel Colley Civil Rights Coalition. He has
made films for The Center for Sacramento History’s
award-winning series “Unlocking the Past” about the
history of systemic racism in the Capital Region. Both
of his films prominently feature Colley’s voice, with
context and perspective provided by historian Clar-
ence Caesar and sociologist Jesus Hernandez of the

October 2024

Photo of Nathaniel S. Colley displayed at the dedication of the Nathan-
iel S. Colley High School in May 2002. Photo courtesy Colley family

Colley Civil Rights Coalition.

In addition to the films, Lango will speak about his
research process and share additional clips, some of
which are being shown for the first time.

This is a rare opportunity to hear Lango, view his
archival films and learn more about the Black attor-
ney who first won equal access to housing across the
country.

The event is free, but RSVPs at sierra2.org will
guarantee a seat. Your attendance helps shine a light
on this nationally important figure from Sacramento.

Mathews

Continued from page 1

worked with the League of Women Voters on behalf
of SCNA to present candidate forums and debates at
Sierra 2, helped save trees in the neighborhood and
was active at the annual Egg Hunt at Sierra 2 Green.

“In honor of John Mathews, as his loving wife, I
am pursuing having a bench and plaque installed in
the northeast corner of Curtis Park,” said Anselmo,
who will co-sponsor the bench application with Flores.

The cost of purchasing, installing and maintaining
the bench over 10 years is $11,000. Once the total
amount is raised and submitted to the city, the bench
will be approved and installed.

Fundraising is underway. At last month’s meeting,
the SCNA board voted to approve $1,000 in seed

A sweet 1ittle kitchen
boutique in Land Park

2665 Riverside Blvd
kitchentablesac.com

money toward the bench and accept additional dona-
tions until the entire sum is raised.

Donations in any amount are welcome. Please make
checks out to Sierra Curtis Neighborhood Association,
earmarked John Mathews Bench, and send to Sierra 2
Center, 2791 24th Street, Sacramento, CA 95818 or
drop them off at the Sierra 2 office. Funds will be held
in a separate account until fundraising is complete.
Questions can be addressed to info@sierra2.org,.

West Curtis FOAKS

(aka 23rd St. Gang)
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Events, bylaws update and the Neighborhood Concerns
Committee explained

O ur Music in the Park se-
ries concluded in August
with “On Air” and Mr. Cooper, and
SCNA initiated a new music program
for families with Jillian Van Ness
providing entertainment at Sierra 2
Park. Thanks to all who worked on
these great events, especially Alysse
Macaluso for founding the program
for families. Upcoming events include
“Desegregating Sacramento” on Oct.
17 and “Tapestry of Tastes” on Nov.
19. Read more about these events
elsewhere in Viewpoint or at scna.org.
An ad hoc committee to update
our bylaws, comprised of Mimi
Budd, Lily Harris and Matthew
Royal, presented its proposal at our
September board meeting. We appre-
ciate their thoughtful due diligence.
Also, thanks to Ryan Marenger, Miles
Thorne, Matthew Royal, Dave Gon-
salves and Bill French for serving on a
Nominations Committee to identify
candidates for open board positions.
Our new executive director, Dan-
ielle Whitmore continues to do a fine
job. She is working closely with Trea-
surer Ryan Marenger to upgrade office
systems and make them more efficient.
I would like to highlight the role
of our Neighborhood Concerns Com-
mittee (NCC). The NCC is one of
five standing committees established
by our bylaws, which state the NCC
is “responsible for monitoring and
responding to issues that affect the

JoHN
BAILEY

SCNA Board
President

quality of life within the Sierra Curtis
Neighborhood.” Over the years, such
issues have included traffic safety,
crime, pollution and contamination
concerns, zoning, park amenities and
urban forestry. The committee also
organizes political forums held during
election years. During the early years
of SCNA, a committee with a similar
charge was called the Community
Services Committee.

The NCC’s responsibilities are
important and time-intensive, requir-
ing much skill, knowledge and time.
The NCC is among one of the largest
committees and comprises nearly half
the board membership; nine out of
our current 21 board members serve
on the NCC.

The NCC reports to the board
monthly and gets full board approval
prior to engaging in any action. The
NCC carefully researches issues that
come before it, including research-
ing ordinances, regulations or laws,
consultation with neighborhood
residents, interviews with experts and
research as to the experiences of other

communities in dealing with similar
issues. In my experience, matters
brought to the board by NCC are
always well considered, but board
approval is not automatic.

The NCC is in regular contact
with other neighborhood associations
concerning issues that affect multiple
city or county neighborhoods.

Regarding the recent dog park con-
troversy, NCC thoroughly researched
the Dog Auxiliary arrangement, the
city’s guidelines for neighborhood,
community and regional parks and
dog park guidelines in Sacramento
and other municipalities, including
cities with various approaches to dog
parks and off-leash arrangements. Ad-
vocates of all perspectives were invit-
ed to meetings. NCC kept the board
fully informed of its findings, includ-
ing neighbor input. In 2022, NCC
attempted to arrange Youth Parks
& Community Enrichment meet-
ings with representatives of groups
of different perspectives. In 2023,
NCC arranged a listening session
for board members with input from
Common Ground, DogX, Land Park
Soccer and Sierra 2. I believe NCC
was extremely diligent in providing
the board with relevant information
and in its attempts toward productive
dialogue.

Over the decades, the NCC and its
predecessor have led SCNA in advo-
cating on many matters. These come

to mind: removal of the two streets
north of the softball field where drug
dealers regularly did business; cleanup
of graffiti when gangs marked territo-
ry in the neighborhood; construction
of the running track around Curtis
Park; ceasing the dropping of con-
tainers on flatbed rail cars at 2 a.m.;
curtailing the persistent routing of
high-decibel eastbound flights out of
SMF over our neighborhood; ending
the regular presence of public inebri-
ates around the 24th Street Market;
addressing the adverse effects of a
half-way house that could not control
its mentally ill residents; cleanup of
contamination in the Union Pacific
brownfields and significant improve-
ments to the Petrovich Development
Company design; protecting the
urban forest and canopy (including
spending some $50,000 to fight
Dutch Elm disease); addressing traffic
safety issues, Broadway corridor and
Franklin Boulevard concerns, illegal
fireworks, air pollution, racial justice
matters and joining other neighbor-
hood associations to advocate for a
variety of issues toward the better-
ment of the city.

I believe NCC did the heavy
lifting in the vast majority, if not all,
of the above. Our neighborhood is a
much better place thanks to the con-
tributions of the volunteers who have
graciously and productively served on

the NCC.
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Board Notes

Bench in Honor of John Mathews
The SCNA board voted unan-
imously to donate $1,000 toward
a fund to raise $11,000 for the
construction, placement and main-
tenance of a bench in honor of late
board member John Mathews. The
proposed location is the patch north-
east of William Curtis Park above the
split. SCNA will collect donations for
the fund.

Board Rejects Proposed Letter to
City on Missing Middle Housing
A previously formed working
group presented a proposed letter
addressed to the city’s Planning and
Design Commission for the board

to adopt, which outlined recom-
mended changes to the city’s interim
ordinance regarding bulk control
and property setbacks for new
housing in Sacramento. By adopting
the letter, SCNA would be taking

a position against removal of bulk
controls (on density and the phys-
ical dimensions of buildings), and
for greater setback requirements for
new housing built in Curtis Park.
Neighbors and members of House
Sacramento, including Connor Fin-
ney and Joey Wraithwall, expressed
their concerns about the proposed
letter to the board, arguing that the
letter’s proposed limitations would
lead to very little housing being
built. Wraithwall implored the

board not to take a position, citing

John Bailey’s recent President’s
Report suggesting that SCNA not
get embroiled in controversial issues.
After a hearty discussion, the board
voted against adopting the working
group’s proposed letter.

Bylaws Committee Presents

Recommended Changes

The Bylaws Committee, com-
prised of Mimi Budd, Matthew
Royal and Lily Harris, presented
proposed revisions to the SCNA
bylaws following months of meet-
ings with board members, staff and
others wishing to provide input.
During a nearly hour-long Power-
Point presentation, committee mem-
bers explained the proposed changes
and revisions with amended copies

provided to the board. Several sub-
stantive changes were proposed, as
well as some edits for more concise
language and consistency of style.
Following the presentation, Budd
asked that comments and sugges-
tions be emailed to her no later than
Sept. 11 for committee consider-
ation. A final set of recommend-
ed changes to the bylaws will be
submitted for board consideration
at the October meeting. Provisions
that affect member voting rights
or change the number or terms of
directors will be submitted for a vote
at the annual membership meeting
in December.

The next board meeting is at 6:30
p-m. on Oct. 2.

— Submitted by Lily Harris
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Del Rio Trail bridge
update

Rick
JENNINGS

City
Council
Member
District 7

he opening of the Del Rio Trail provided our

community with a Class 1 bike trail that con-
nects to the Sacramento River, bringing much-needed
alternative transportation options. The wonderful reuse
of the abandoned train tracks was the result of a collab-
orative partnership that brought together community
groups, and alternative transportation and bicycle ad-
vocates in support of this spectacular amenity. So many
people enjoy walking, jogging, running and biking on
the trail each and every day.

One of the major benefits of the Del Rio Trail is its
connection over Riverside Boulevard and Interstate 5.
This protected crossing eliminates the need to navigate
along busy Sutterville Road to access the Sacramento
River Bike Trail, greatly increasing ease of access and
safety. Due to the project length, the city designed
the contract to open in two phases so the community
could enjoy the trail while the bridge was finalizing
construction. Unfortunately, the bridge over Riverside
Boulevard and Interstate 5 could not be opened.

Many of you have reached out to the city asking a
simple question: When will the bridge open? As has
been publicly released, the city of Sacramento has
rejected the bridge and is requiring the contractor to
remove and replace the entire bridge expansion. This
decision was not made lightly.

‘The community’s frustration with this situation is
understood and justified. We have all been waiting a
long time for this safe crossing over Riverside Bou-
levard and Interstate 5. The ability to reach the river
without navigating Sutterville Road and the I-5 inter-
change is a significant safety and access improvement.
Coming up to the bridge and seeing it blocked off is a
cruel reminder that it is not yet open.

When building any infrastructure project, the
city provides detailed plans and specifications that
its contractor is required to follow. In this case, the
city’s contractor failed to comply with the plans and
specifications when constructing the Del Rio Trail
bridge over Riverside Boulevard and Interstate 5. The
deficiencies in the construction and materials were dis-
covered through the city’s standard inspection process,
which functioned as intended. The city identified the
problems and demanded its contractor make the repair.

While there is no immediate threat to public safety,
the noncompliant work must be removed and replaced
in compliance with the city’s plans and specifications.

We understand the frustration and desire for greater
communication and transparency, but we also need to
manage legal risks in disclosing information prema-
turely. As soon as possible, we will share more details,
including potential timelines for the bridge’s replace-
ment and eventual opening.
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175 YEARS OF SACRAMENTO
Foob & WINE
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TuESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2024
5:30-8 R M.

CURTIS HALL ¢424TH STREET THEATRE
SIERRA 2 CENTER

Reception and Panel Discussion
Featuring Speakers

MARYELLEN BURNS
Author, Editor

DARRELL CORTI
Corti Brothers, Grocer & Wine Expert

MIRE DUNNE

Author, Freelance writer
Sacramento Bee Wine Editor,
retired
Get Tickets!
Proceeds Benefit

SCNA's neighborhood newspaper, Viewpoint

For sponsorship information contact
Jaclyn Teofilo- jaclyn@sierra2.org 916.452.3005 X 201

UPCOMING

EVENTS

Correction:

An article in the
September issue of

October 2024

Desegregating Sacramento: Viewpoint incorrectly
October 17 at 7 p.m. stated that Merryhill
Angel Tree: mid-November to mid-December VISIT SIERRAZORG Schools had purchased

Tapestry of Tastes: November 19 from 5:30-8 p.m.
SCNA Membership Meeting: November or December (TBD)

a former church site
on Franklin Boulevard.
The organization has a
long-term lease on the
site.
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Trees in Curtis Park

Elm leaf beetle population explodes in Curtis Park

By Daniel Pskowski

Anyone who has been to William Curtis Park
recently has noticed that the English elms
(Ulmus procera) at the north end appear dead. The
leaves have turned brown, and most have fallen. Is
this lack of foliage due to Dutch elm disease (DED)?
No, Dutch elm disease also causes the leaves to turn
brown, but the leaves hang on the branch. If Dutch
elm disease is confirmed by a plant pathology lab,
the elm must be removed immediately to prevent it
from spreading.

For several years, SCNA had hired Davey Tree to
treat these English elms with a preventative fungi-
cide that provided three years of protection against
DED. However, these treatments were suspend-
ed due to SCNA revenue shortfalls during the
COVID-19 pandemic and have not resumed. SCNA
had sent a letter to the city parks manager request-
ing assistance with treatment but received no help.
DED remains a threat.

The culprit causing the defoliation of English and
Siberian elms (Ulmus pumila) is the elm leaf beetle.
When beetle populations are allowed to build up
their larvae, feeding on the leaves causes a skeleton-
ized appearance followed by leaf drop. Extended elm
leaf beetle damage can have dire consequences for
long-term elm health.

The elm leaf beetle has been a persistent pest to
Sacramento’s elms for decades. It was controlled
with an integrated pest management (IPM) program
developed by the late professor of insect biology
Don Dahlsten of UC Berkeley and his graduate
student Andrew Lawson and implemented by Urban
Forestry. Their three-year study, which began in
1996, recommended monitoring and treatment.
Selected elms were routinely monitored and, when
elm leaf beetle populations reached a certain thresh-
old, the elms in the immediate area were treated
with a pesticide. IPM brought the pest problem
under control, and the English and Siberian elms no
longer lost their leaves during the summer. But the
program, which reduced pesticide use by 70%, was
discontinued.

I recently contacted the city parks department,
which is responsible for all Sacramento park trees,
about treatment for elm leaf beetle. I was informed

STEFFAN BROWN

REAL ESTATE

/—\

Buying or Selling... | am here to help.

steffan@steffanbrown.com

916 717-7217

that due to budget constraints there would be no
treatments now or in the near future. However,
property owners experiencing an elm leaf beetle
problem with the elm trees in the park strip on their
block can contact the 311 Call Center at 311@city-
ofsacramento.org to request treatment.

Urban Forestry is responsible for the street trees
and will treat elm leaf beetle. Now is the time to
make the request; treatment must occur in Janu-
ary and February. A pesticide is applied to the soil,
which is taken up by the tree to provide control
throughout the summer. The city’s Urban Forestry

2942 Highland Ave., Sacramento

3 Bed/1 Bath
Beautiful Brick Tudor!

Infested elms in Curtis Park Photos by Dan Pskowski
section will treat elm trees by request. If the elm is
not treated during the winter, summer treatment
involves injecting the pesticide into the trunk.

I plan to present a proposal to the SCNA Neigh-
borhood Concerns Committee requesting that
SCNA resume paying for the treatment of English
elms affected by the elm leaf beetle.

Dan Pskowski is a retired Sacramento City arbor-
ist and urban forester. He is an ISA-certied arborist.
Questions? danielpskowski @gmail.com

New Home Building Supply

Family owned & operated since 1949

Competitive pricing

Variety of deck materials

Helpful and knowledgeable crew
We have all the hard-to-find sidings
Quality lumber for any size project

916 455-3057
5310 Franklin Blvd. | Sacramento

HOURS:
M-F 6am-5pm | Sat 7am-3:30pm | Closed Sundays
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) . EVERYONE IS WELCOME
Questions? Please contact groups directly. Activities are free, except where noted. (Donations appreciated)
Room 12 « 916 455-6339. For more information: Sierra2.org.
ART Dancing with Heidi LEISURE Zumba Gold
Glass Acts Mosaics Collective Tuesdays, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Book Club Saturdays, 8:30-9:30 a.m., Studio 1
All skill levels welcome. Children’s Ballet |, ages 6-9 (no experi- 2nd Monday, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 2nd and 4th Saturday, 1-2pm. Studio 2
Tuesdays, noon-3 p.m. Room 11 ence required) Room 12
glassactmosaics.org Wednesdays, 3-4:30 p.m. Oct. 14 - “Trust” by Hernandez Diaz EDUCATION
Adult/Teen Basic Ballet (some experience My Story Project
MUSIC required) Nonfiction Book Club 2nd Monday, 1-3 p.m. Room 12
Beginning Taiko Drumming Wednesdays, 6-8:30 p.m. 3rd Thursday, 11 a.m.-noon
e Adult/Teen Ballet from the Beginning (no Room 12
- i ired) Oct. 17 - “Out of Africa” by Isek Di
No experience necessary. S Ce ez el ct. ut of Africa” by Isek Dinesen
TuesdayS, 6-7 p.m. Studio 1 danClnngthheldl@gmall'Com and others _/ SENIOR WELLNESS
kristyoshiro.com/taiko-classes i PROGRAM
Two Rivers Dance Center/ Life History Writing Punch cards $20/10 classes
i - i River City Taps Wednesdays, 1-3 p.m. Room 12 unGh caras ool | classes,
Intermediate Taiko Drumming e yS, p.m. $45/5 classes or $10 drop-in
Aoweak cEes Mondays-Thursdays/Saturdays (puwﬁé - rﬂ e Qier";? ofice)
Previous taiko experience required. Class schedules: o Open Art Studio WAase TG olle = DI
Tuesdays, 7-8:30 p.m. Studio 1 tworiversdancecenter.com and rivercity- Bring in your art or craft project to work TAI CHI CHUAN
kristyoshiro.com/taiko-classes lEl2elIn on while socializing. Wednesdays, 10-11 a.m. Studio 1
Fridays, noon-3 p.m. Room 11
MARTIAL ARTS FITNESS STRENGTH AND BALANCE
Yi family Tai Chi/Qi Gong, Zumba with Pakko : CARDS & GAMES Tuesdays, 10-11 a.m. Studio 1
Shaolin Martial Arts Sundays, 10-11 a.m. Studio 3 Pinochle
Tuesdays/Thursdays, 7-8 p.m. Studio 2~ Pakko.zumba@yahoo.com Fridays, 1-8 p.m. Room 12 GENTLE YOGA
Saturdays, 10-11 a.m. Studio 2 . . Tuesdays, 11 a.m.-noon Studio 1
lohan36@sbcglobal.net e e Mahjong
ghursdays/Frldays, 8:30 a.m. Room 10 Mondays, 10 a.m.-noon Room 12 LINE DANCE CLASS
t., 8:30 a.m. & 10 a.m. Room 10 :
Eagle Claw Kung Fu at, , Tuesdays, 1-2 p.m. Studio 2
Mondays, 6-7 p.m. Studio 2 800-374-9191, weightwatchers.com Fun Bridge (contract)
Wednesdays, 6-7:15 p.m. Studio 2 Thursdays, 1-3 p.m. Room 12
Saturdays, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Studio 2 OTHER
Sifu Mary Melliza: 916-802-3144 City Life Church Women'’s Friendship Group
Sunday worship service, 10 a.m. Meet new friends and discover new
ADULT DANCE Room 10 hobbies.
Dance for Parkinson’s 916-538-9292 2nd and 4th Wednesdays,
Free class. Sponsored by Pamela Tro- 11 am.-12:30 p.m. Room 11
kanski Dance Theater
Wednesdays, 1-2 p.m., Studio 1
Rcarlson404@yahoo.com

Helping Dreams Come True in the Sierra Curtis Neighborhood since 1974 Sw AN BERG? S ondJ

Celebrating 28 years!

COOK REALTY

can assist with “For Fine Older Homes and

the plurcl]?ase Quality Newer Homes” Sacramento’s BEST
or sale of any

property & largest selection of
across the Hawaiian Shirts and
nation! | Sandals, Retro Baseball

, o |

www.cookrealty.net Buying or Selling Property Management T's and Tiki stuff!

800 450-3148 916 451-6702 916 457-4907 4305 Freeport Bivd. 2316 ] Street « (916) 447-6284
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TO REGISTER FOR A CLASS
sierra2.org/thelearnery

MYSTICAL MIXED MEDIA ART CLASS
Wednesdays, Oct. 2- 23

5:30-7:30 p.m.

$35 per class

Express your feelings on paper. Use an
electric, dazzling and variety of art materials
to fashion a piece of surprising, revealing

The Colossus West
Jazz Orchestra

Oct. 12, 7:30 p.m.
Doors open at 7 p.m.

Tickets:
www.colossuswest.com/shows

The Colossus West Jazz Orchestra, a
20-piece ensemble, warmly welcomes
you to join them for an exciting evening
of original music under the direction of
award-winning composer Levi Saelua.
The concert marks the return of the
ensemble after a four-year hiatus and
features the group’s classic repertoire
as well as the world premiere of a new
suite of music by Saelua.

and often unexpected art that is uniquely
you. We will explore the topics Joy, Love,
Best Day and My Greatness in your life.
Taught by award-winning artist Larry Ra-
mos. All materials are provided.

CRAFTING AND MODELING WITH
LIGHT CLAY: FLOWERS

Thursday, Oct. 3

10-11 a.m.

$25

Optional clay kit: $25

This course with award-winning instructor

PARK

Zimei Gao blends artistry and fun while
stimulating your imagination and creativity.
You will get an introduction to the basics of
clay molding techniques and create simple
yet elegant floral designs.

PIPE CLEANER ARTS AND CRAFTS
Thursday, Oct. 3

11:30-12:30 p.m.

$25

Come craft with us. Practice your artistic
skills and develop your hand-eye coordina-
tion skills in a fun and charming way. Learn
basic techniques and craft flowers in this
beginner friendly class.

INTRODUCTORY STAGE COMBAT
COURSE

Mondays, Oct. 7-Dec. 2

6-7:30 p.m.

$250

Join our introductory stage combat
course led by certified instructor Samuel
Quinzon. The 8-week course is open

to ages 15 through adult and will teach
safe, realistic stage combat techniques

ARTS

Spider webs are everywhere at
Halloween. Last year, Tom Carroll, a
Curtis Park resident since 1966, saw
what he thought was one of the best: a
great two-story web with furry spiders
on East Curtis Drive. It inspired him to
write the following poem:

October Treat
Come visit me by and by
Said the spider to the fly.
I’ll wrap you in a silken thread
And keep you here until you're dead
And when there’s nothing left to eat
I'll invite another to your silken seat.
I’ll wrap him tight, so nice and clean
And chew him well on Halloween.

"PALOMA BEGIN

Representing buyers and sellers of
interesting properties since 1999.

916.628.8561 | www.palomabegin.com
REALTOR® | DRE# 01254423

Considering replacing your old, inefficient
water heater? A heat pump water heater
is 3 times more efficient than a gas or
electric resistance water heater. Going
electric not only saves on energy costs,
it's also safer, healthier and better for the
environment. SMUD has rebates to help.

Scan this code to learn more
about available rebates or
visit smud.org/Rebates

A -

’ I ©1035-9/24 ®A trademark of Sa

Submit your creations
for Park Arts

Viewpoint wants to feature your
creative work on its occasional
Park Arts page. Submit short writ-
ten pieces or reproducible photos
of your creative work to Dorsey.
griffith@gmail.com. Works should
be accompanied by the creator’s
name, email address, phone num-
ber and short bio. Submissions
will be curated and run as space
permits.

ipal Utility DistficgpReg, U.S. Pat. & Tm. Off.

\

for both stage and screen. It’s perfect for
actors or enthusiasts and new or interme-
diate students. You will learn the funda-
mental skills in a supportive and hands-
on learning environment.

VIBRANT EXPRESSIONS PAINTING
CLASS: BLACK AND WHITE
Thursday, Oct. 10

6-7:30 p.m.

$35

Optional paint kit: $25

Welcome to “Vibrant Expressions,” a
painting class that explores our intuitive
expressions with color. This class is not
your typical color theory and mixing class;
it is an artistic adventure to immerse
yourself in the emotional and cultural
dimensions of color, discovering the
unique ways each hue can evoke feelings
and tell stories. One 10”"x10” canvas and
sample paints are included. Each par-
ticipant should bring their own paint set
and brushes. A paint kit is also available
to purchase with your class reservation.
Taught by Cara Gregor.

ABSTRACT INTUITIVE PAINTING
WORKSHOP

Saturday, Oct. 26

10 a.m.-12 p.m.

$30

Optional paint kit: $25

Explore the wonderful world of art, where
the focus is not solely on the result but
on the joy and fulfillment of the creative
process. Whether novice or experienced,
this class welcomes individuals from all
levels of painting expertise. Discover the
power of self-expression and the thera-
peutic nature of painting. Every aspect of
the artistic journey will be explored and
celebrated, from mixing vibrant colors

to experimenting with different brush
strokes.

Under the guidance of instructor Cara
Gregor, you will learn various techniques
and approaches to painting. The class
will cover composition, color theory and
the use of light and shadow to create
depth and dimension in your artwork. The
supplies list is on the Sierra 2 website.

Upgrade to a heat pump water heater and save!

The Curtis Park Electric Stars are
available to share information about
SMUD rebates and qualified
contractors. Email them at
CP.ElectricStars@gmail.com

Scan this QR code to
find the Curtis Park

Electric Stars on Instagram.

@ SMUD

Mesm
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LOCAL
MUSIC SCENE

Here’s your handy guide

THE SIDE DOOR

2900 Franklin Blvd.
thesidedoor.net e All shows 7 p.m.
Tickets: $20-$25. Advance tickets
available.

Saturday, Oct. 6: Richard March
& The Air Merchants fundraiser for

Sacramento Chapter of NAMI (Na-
tional Alliance On Mental lliness).
California Americana star
Thursday, Oct. 10: Henry Robi-
nett, Sacramento jazz/fusion guitar legend
Friday, Oct. 11: Justin Farren, guitarist and
grateful song warrior

Saturday, Oct. 12: MAU, rollicking jam band
showcasing 3-to-4-part vocal harmonies
Thursday, Oct. 17: Jazz Gitan, gypsy swing jazz
ensemble

Thursday, Oct. 24: Richard Smith, topnotch
fingerpicker with a repertoire of classics, originals,
fiddle tunes, blues, Joplin rags, jazz standards
and more

Saturday, Oct. 26: John Green & the Side-
dooros w/Bob Wood, tribute to New Riders of
the Purple Sage, cosmic country rock-and-roll

Bob Woods
Courtesy Bob Woods

OLD SOUL COFFEE

3434 Broadway Ave. 95817
oldsoulco.com/cafes/40-acres-in-oak-park
Sundays, 4-6 p.m. FREE.

“Jazz @ Old Soul” 40 Acres curated by noted
guitarist Ross Hammond. Different groups every
week.

Oct. 6: Ice Age Quartet

THE GUILD THEATER

2828 35th St. 95817
sthope.org/guild-theater-home

Oct. 8-13: Third Annual Oak Park Black Film
Festival, a vibrant six-day festival of African Amer-
ican stories and history through cinema, panel
discussions, exclusive events and receptions.
Includes international, national and local talent.
eventbrite.com/e/2024-oak-park-black-film-festi-
val-tickets-847232925487

First Thursdays, 7 p.m.

The Guild Theater’s monthly Poetry and Hip-Hop
Night, POHOR, is hosted by J. Nash.

TWO RIVERS CIDER CO.
4311 Attawa Ave.
tworiverscider.com/events
Open for beverages and food plus these free
events:
Thursday, Oct. 3: Snap Dragon Jazz with Chris
Hall from 7-9 p.m.
Tuesdays: “Dead Night” with Dick’s Picks,
Dave’s Picks and unreleased, 5:30-9 p.m.
Thursdays: Black Yacht Club presents “The
Acoustic Circus,” 1st Thursday, 7-9 p.m.
“On the 2 & the 4,” Jazz with Kent Lacin & Two
Rivers Trio,” 2nd & 4th Thursdays, 6-9 p.m.
Fridays: “Local Sounds” acoustic showcase
hosted by Four-Eyed Whale, 6-9 p.m.
1st Saturday: “Sactown Swings,” 6-8pm
Sundays: Ukulele class with Gurukulele (Jim
Coats), 4-5 p.m.

— Mindy Giles

Support live music!
#SaveOurStages!

VIEWPOINT
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WHAT’S NEW AT SIERRA 2?

The Learnery’s Art Club at Sierra 2

Photos by Sierra 2 staff ~ Cara Gregor and Angelina Sorokin gather women to create art together

at Art Club.

The Learnery’s Art Club connects women

who make art

ur first-ever Kids” Music in the Park event

featuring Jillian Van Ness was a huge success.
Families enjoyed a morning of live music and com-
munity. Thank you to everyone who came out and
supported Sierra Curtis Neighborhood Association/
Sierra 2 Center. Donations and community help these
fun-filled family events happen. We hope to include
more events like this in the future.

Sierra 2 has many exciting workshops coming up at
The Learnery. If you have wanted to explore your cre-
ative side, now is the time. These workshops provide
hands-on experiences designed for people of all levels.
They include watercolors, abstract painting and how
to bake sourdough bread. For a more casual experi-
ence, check out the Art Club with artists Cara Gregor
and Angelina Sorokin, a creative space where women
can build connections and make art. Art Club meets
the last Thursday of each month, costs $5 and requires
an RSVD.

ADULT BALLET

SATURDAY MORNINGS
BALLET/BASIC = BALLET 1

Jor information, please contact:
Richard@TwoRiversDanceCenter.com

location: Sierra 2 Center

two rivers dance center

HOME OF RIVER CITY TAPS

In addition to our workshops, Sierra 2 is on the
lookout for instructors to join The Learnery. If you
have a talent or passion you would like to share with
the community, we would love to hear from you. The
Learnery is a place where community members can
gather for inspiration and engagement. To learn more
about The Learnery and to apply to be an instructor
visit our website, sierra2.org/teach-with-us/.

— Erin Gottis

“rare raem ) STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANIES
@ | HOME OFFICE:BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS

@@
msvune ] KEN PERRY, Agent

2724 24th Street
Sacramento, CA 95818 (916) 452-6668

We specialize in insuring the older home.

TAP DANCE CLASSES FOR ADULTS
BEGINNING TO ADVANCED CLASSES

mornings « evenings « saturdays

INTRODUCTION TO TAP
inquire about our upcoming ‘intro’ series

- forinformation, please contact: ‘

richard@rivercitytaps.com

location: sierra 2 center

RIVER CITY TAPS



October 2024

VIEWPOINT

Page 9

Qisa Coffee already thriving in Curtis Park

By Matthew Royal

urtis Park’s newest coffee shop, Qisa Coffee,

has been buzzing with excitement since its
soft opening on Aug. 30. A representative of State
Sen. Angelique Ashby’s office was on hand and pre-
sented a Certificate of Recognition to owner Abdul
Aziz. Aziz, a Sacramento resident, has been hands-on
every step, from overseeing construction to brew-
ing the first cup of coffee. The shop, in the Amalia
Development on 24th Street across from the Sierra 2
Theater, has quickly become a community favorite,
offering an inviting space where culture and conversa-
tion thrive.

Aziz shared his insights after the soft opening,
reflecting on the journey so far.

“What I've learned is how important it is to stay
open to feedback and keep improving,” he said.
“We've built strong connections with our neighbors
and partnered with local vendors, which has really
made us feel like a part of this beautiful community.”

The attention Qisa Coffee has garnered on so-
cial media has been notable, with shout-outs from

Soap Refillery & Zero-Waste Shop

Refill everyday
products
like laundry
detergent, dish
liquid, hand
soap

Removing
single-use
plastics from
our community
since 2016

1828 29th St., Sacramento

16-382-482
o16-38 v8 ° Product & Event info at

R EE)LL RefillMadnessSacramento.com

Follow us @RefillMadness

prominent influencers like Localis chef Scott Davis
and Capitol Tuktuk. Aziz believes the secret to Qisa
Coffee’s broad appeal is simple: authenticity.

“It’s all about being genuine,” he explained. “We've
worked closely with local vendors, made real con-
nections with the neighborhood and stayed open to
learning from our mistakes. We also use social media
to share our progress with the community and are
always grateful for our customers’ support. Our goal
with Qisa Coffee is to create a space like Qisa Khwani
Bazaar in Peshawar, where people can sit together and
share their stories. I think that authenticity shows,
and it’s what people are connecting with.”

As Curtis Park residents eagerly await the grand
opening celebration, Aziz focuses on ensuring every-
thing is just right. “We're really close,” he said, “but
we want to make sure everything is ready so we can
avoid any negative experiences. Once we're confident
that everything’s perfect, we’ll announce the grand
opening. We're just as excited as everyone else and
can’t wait to share the date soon.”

For those looking to stay updated on the latest
Qisa Coffee news, follow them on Instagram at
@qisacoffee. With its rich cultural heritage and strong
sense of community, Qisa Coffee is on its way to
becoming a beloved Curtis Park establishment.

CORBIN CONSTRUCTION

916 899-4606

corbinemmett@yahoo.com

CSLB: 942801

With 45 years experience,
we specialize in older homes!

If you dream it, Emmett can build it!

Yoga Classes
at Sierra 2

Mondays, 5:30 - 7:00 PM
lyengar Yoga

Alignment, Strength,

and Sensitivity Ten Acres
Liz Vasile, PhD, CIYT, RYT-500 Ph
yogaAriadne@gmail.com armacy
2930 Freeport Blvd.

Fridays, 5:30 - 6:30 PM
Yoga Nidra

Guided Meditation for Deep
Relaxation and Healing

Ed Davidson,
iRest Level 2, RYT-500

edyoganidra@gmail.com

916-942-9575

tenacrespharmacy.com

VITAMINS &
SUPPLEMENTS,

HEARING TESTS,
VACCINATIONS

Sacramento Yoga Center

www.sacramentoyogacenter.com

Qisa Coffee owner Abdul Aziz celebrates shop’s soft opening with a
representative of Sen. Angelique Ashby’s office.  Photo by Matthew Royal

VOLUNTEER NEEDED

Viewpoint is looking for a primary distributor
for the area between Donner Way, Sutterville
Road, Highway 99 and East Curtis Drive. The
primary distributor receives 355 issues of View-
point, which they divide and distribute to 15
block routes. The task will take about 1.5 hours
for the 10 issues we distribute annually. Please
call or text Gerre Buehler at 916-451-9610 if

you can do this.
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More than 300 people enjoyed the Sept. 8 event at Sierra 2 Green.

Inaugural Kids’ Music event a rousing success

By Alysse Macaluso

he first-ever Kids Mu-

sic in the Park event
on Sept. 8 was a tremendous
success, offering a morning of
vibrant entertainment. The event
drew a larger-than-anticipated
crowd, with more than 300 peo-
ple turning the Sierra 2 Green
into a lively space with children
dancing and singing all morn-
ing. The park was well-equipped
to handle the large turnout and
had ample seating for families to
relax under the trees and enjoy
the performance.

Before the event, SCNA
board members and staff passed
out noisemakers to the chil-
dren in attendance, who ranged
from newborns to 7-year-olds.
The SCNA board also set up a
table to pass out Marie’s donuts
and information on upcoming
events, and receive donations
from those in attendance.

The SCNA was honored to
have Jillian Van Ness, founder of
Grow Resilient Families, perform
at this inaugural event. Jillian is
a local sensation known through-

out Sacramento for her music
classes and frequent appearances
at kids’ birthday parties and
other private events. Jillian also
creates original music designed
to engage and entertain young
audiences.

Feedback from attendees was
overwhelmingly positive, with
many praising the event for its
organization, entertainment
quality and family-friendly atmo-
sphere. A small team of SCNA
board members and SCNA
staff planned and supported the
event. Among them were: Alysse
Macaluso (donor); Karl Saddle-
mire (donor); Annie Linton (do-
nor); Noah Bench, Jaclyn Teofilo
and Jimmy Krey. Additional
donations came from Matthew
Royal and the Sierra 2 Center.

The kids’ music event, which
SCNA plans to hold again next
year, was a highlight for the
community, successfully bring-
ing people together for a day of
joy, creativity and celebration
and reflecting the strong sense
of community spirit and enthu-
siasm for supporting local talent
and family-oriented activities.

Photo by Karl Saddlemire

Jillian Van Ness of Grow Resilient Families performs at Kids Music in the Park.

Photo by Karl Saddlemire
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Focusing on paradise

By Judy Green Scheible

or some people, a vacation in the

South Pacific means beach time
and snorkeling. For Peter Andrews, an
ophthalmologist, and Kelye Lotz of 24th
Street, it meant significant eye clinic
work.

In late August, they flew to Fiji, where
Peter spent four days performing cataract
surgery, corneal transplants and removing
eye growths (pterygium). Kelye, a teacher,
stepped up to help the local staff organize
the more than 50 patients; many had
waited a year for the procedures.

Although this was Peter and Kelye’s
first time in Fiji, the pair have orga-
nized similar missions to Jamaica yearly
since 2008. They made the trips family
adventures by including their son and
daughter.

“We wanted them to know how priv-
ileged they are,” Kelye said. Even now, as
adults, they join in the clinic work.

In Sacramento, Peter works at the
NVision clinic in midtown. Its founder,
Tom Tooma, started the clinic in Fiji.
Called Mission Natuvu, it operates year-

Kelye Lotz of 24th Street (in black scrubs) sits with three Fijian patients who have returned to the clinic for checkups after cataract surgery by her husbhand, Dr. Peter

Andrews.

round.

“It’s a state-of-the-art facility,” Peter
said. ‘Tt employs many locals.” The clinic
does various medical treatments, includ-

ing dentistry and surgery.

“The patients are so lovely and grate-
ful,” Peter said of both locations. “There
are just too many people in need of care.

Oct. 6 street party and animal shelter donation

drive honors Mr. Pickles

By Dorsey Griffith

r. Pickles, Donner Way’s treasured tabby, almost

didn’t join the Ewing family nearly 19 years ago. If it
hadn’t been for daughter Romy, then 10, bereft after a motorist
killed the family cat, Mr. Pickles might have languished — or
worse — at a local animal shelter.

“She said to her dad, ‘Dad, can we get a new kitty that looks
like the kitty that’s gone?” recalled Diane Ewing. “And, could
I have one more?” Dad said, yes. It was such a good decision.”

“They told us that this cat is the most popular cat on the
block,” Ewing said of Mr. Pickles, then a kitten. “I was think-
ing they might be trying to get rid of a troublesome cat. I was
wrong. He turned out to be wonderful.”

A longtime feline fixture on Donner Way, Mr. Pickles has
a reputation for playful naughtiness, hopping atop cars unbe-
knownst to their drivers, fraternizing with every Spot, Sparky
and Patch who passes, and charming pedestrians from eagerly
anticipating his antics.

“He does the meet-and-greet,” Ewing said. “People say,

T just love your cat.” And I think, I love you, because you're
keeping our cat very happy. It’s just a win-win.”

Although elderly by feline standards, Mr. Pickles still pos-
sesses a lot of pep. Other than a couple of recent scares, includ-
ing a too-close-encounter with a neighborhood canine, he’s still
putting on the charm for Curtis Park people and their pets.

In honor of Mr. Pickles, his endurance, jaunty disposition
and congeniality — and to remember cats and dogs without
loving homes — Ewing, her husband Jim, and her neighbors are
hosting a street party on Donner Way between 24th and 25th
streets from 10 a.m. to noon on Oct. 6.

Photo courtesy of Diane Ewing

All are welcome to join the celebration. Guests are asked
to donate supplies such as dry or wet cat or dog food, collars,
leashes, pet treats, kitten formula, towels or blankets for the
Front Street Animal Shelter in Sacramento. Folks can bring a
folding chair and human goodies to share, as well.

Although invited, Mr. Pickles has yet to decide whether to
attend the festivities, but if past experience is any guide, an
appearance is likely.

Photo by Elysse Andrews

We can’t help them all.”

To top off the trip, the family enjoyed
three days at a nearby resort for beach
time and scuba diving.

"When
We Were
Colored”
returns to

the stage

« hen We Were
Colored, A Moth-
er’s Story,” Ginger Rutland’s
heartwarming play about a Black
family that moves from the Deep
South to Sacramento in the early
1950s, is returning.

Adapted from her mother Eva
Rutland’s memoir of the same
title, the play chronicles the lives
of Ginger’s family, an ordinary
Black family that lived through
extraordinary times.

The play has special signifi-
cance for Curtis Park. Not only is
Ginger Rutland a long-time Cur-
tis Park resident, but much of the
play’s action took place in Curtis
Park, where the Rutland family
moved in 1952. The play opens at
Oak Park’s Guild Theater on Nov.
9 and runs through Nov. 24.

For tickets visit: eventbrite.
com/o/when-we-were-colored-a-

mothers-story-85557921253.
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Proposition 28 helps expand Bret Harte’s music program

ast spring, boxes of musical instruments

began arriving at Bret Harte Elementary.
Before opening the boxes, music teacher Alan Cun-
ningham asked students to guess what was in them
to build anticipation for the big reveal in the fall.

Starting this school year, Michael Rule’s com-
bined fifth/sixth grade class was the first to use the
brand-new instruments, now set up in a separate
space across from the music room. Colorful waist-
high African drums are organized in a large circle
around the middle of the room. New wooden
ukuleles, marimbas and xylophones cover multiple
tables. Maracas and percussion instruments, such
as boom whackers, occupy recently opened boxes
throughout the room.

“This is an expansion, it’s evolving,” Cunning-
ham said of the longtime music program at Bret
Harte.

Cunningham introduced the drums and ukuleles
to Rule’s class. “They were the first ones to enter
into this room because they’re the leaders of the
campus,” he said. They’ll move on to the marim-
bas in mid-October, while the fourth-grade class
will start on the drums. The new instruments will
expand students’ knowledge of music and enrich
popular school performances, such as the winter
and spring concerts. Students also will learn about
the instruments and their places of origin, while
adding new songs to their repertoire.

The additional instruments represent a portion
of the funding Bret Harte received from the Sac-
ramento City Unified School District’s Visual and
Performing Arts (VAPA) office, administered by
Charles DeAngelus. According to the District’s
webpage, VAPA is responsible for “curriculum and
enrichment programs that focus on students’ skills,
knowledge and abilities in dance, music, theater
and the visual arts in grades K-12.” Beginning in
the 2023-24 school year, VAPA received its portion
of Proposition 28 funds, which increased the visual
and performing arts budget from approximately $1
million to $6.5 million.

Passed by voters in November 2022, Proposition
28 requires 1% of the Proposition 98 funding guar-
antee be used for arts curriculum in K-12 schools,
equivalent to around $1 billion annually statewide.
Bret Harte’s allocation of approximately $38,000
can be used for staffing, supplies and materials for
art and music.

LAUREN

(GOTHARD
and

LINDSEY
SIN

New ukuleles are ready for student use.

For many years Cunningham was the only cer-
tificated elementary music teacher in the district.
With the additional funding, DeAngelus can hire
and train more teachers in the performing arts,
significantly expanding opportunities available to
students. Seven new music and art teachers were
recently hired. He hopes to hire about 24 teachers
in total.

“The goal is to slowly and systematically expand
music in schools, especially in K-6,” DeAngelus
said. The next step will be creating and implement-
ing a district-wide curriculum for music, dance and
theater and a separate K-6 visual arts curriculum.
He also hopes to start instrumental instruction at
the elementary level with grant funding from the
Save the Music Foundation.

The addition of music and art programs within
the district, along with the expansion of current
programs, will create many new and exciting op-
portunities for students to learn about the arts. Bret
Harte is grateful to be a part of it.

Bret Harte’s annual Fall Festival will take place
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 25. This event
is a great way to support the PTA and meet the Bret
Harte community.

Real Fruit Freeze « 50-50's
Soups & Sandwiches « Ice Cream Cakes & Pies
2801 Franklin Blvd. | 916 457-6646
www.gunthersicecream.com | Open Daily
Flavor of the Month in October:
PUMPKIN!

YOUR
NEIGHBOR

LARRY
EASTERLING

Broker
Associate

916 849-9431
easterling129

@gmail.com

BRE #01343891

African drum and ukulele are among the new musical instruments at
Bret Harte. Photos by Lindsey Sin

A new instrument awaits the young musicians.

OSCAR URIBE, CPA, MST
e Tax and Accounting Services
¢ Small to Midsize Business Focus

® Real Estate Industry Specialization

Contact us today
916-234-3994

www.uribecpa.com
Email: info@uribecpa.com

m BabyQuip®
Pack the small stuff.
we'll deliver the rest.

Rent cribs, car seats, high
chairs, strollers, and more!

Scan the QR code below
to make a reservation:

We're in
Curtis
Park!



