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Join SCNA for a Mad Hatter Tea Party March 16

By Noah Soliday Bench

Calling all lovers of the whimsi-
cal, silly and magical! We are
delighted to invite you to an event that
promises to be full of enchantment
and fun — the Mad Hatter Tea Party on
Sunday, March 16. Targeted to families
with kids ages 3 and up, the party will
be held from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. in the
Sierra 2 Center Garden Room.

In a wonderland of color and
curiosity, the Mad Hatter Tea Party
promises a world where anything is
possible, the rules of reality are bent and
joy and laughter reign. Whether you're
bringing your little adventurers, your

curious mind or simply your taste for
something delightful, this is a gathering
you won't want to miss. As you journey
down the rabbit hole, you'll discover

a magical afternoon with whimsical

) CURTIS PARK ®

CENTENNIAL STORIES,

Eighth Avenue resident dives
into homes' historical records

By Diana Sunseri

never dreamed that a bin of old

family photos would spark the journey
she’s traveled in recent months. As she
leafed through the photos in hopes of
sharing them with family members last
April, she struggled to identify relatives
from two or three generations ago.

“Many of the photos were very
special. Amazing even,” she said. But
she wasn’t sure who some of the people

S uzanne Giorgi of Eighth Avenue

were.

Right about that time, Giorgi, who’s
retired, happened across a flyer adver-
tising Family History Week events and
classes offered by local libraries and

genealogical societies, and she thought
it might help her research the family
photos. Some of the primary research
tools covered in the classes turned her
on to historical city documents, such
as original building permits for houses
on her street. She already was aware
that — like scores of other residences
throughout Curtis Park — many of the
homes on Eighth Avenue will turn 100
years old in 2025.

As she dove into documents relat-
ed to her own house, she came across
others for her neighbors’ homes. Next
thing you know, she had the begin-
nings of a spreadsheet with permit
dates, original owner names, building

See Resident, Page 4
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teas, delicious treats, quirky games and
endless surprises — perfect for making
cherished memories with family and
friends.

This enchanting tea party will feature
something for everyone, whether you're
sipping tea with your favorite charac-
ters, nibbling on scrumptious goodies,
listening to Alice in Wonderland come
to life in a live reading, or laughing over
games and activities. Pose for whimsical
photos in our Mad Hatter-themed pho-
to booth and snap a picture with some
of your favorite characters, including
Alice and the Mad Hatter, who will be
in full costume to delight and entertain.

It’s a time to embrace the silliness,

celebrate the extraordinary and dive
into a world of wonder sure to spark
the imaginations of the young and the
young at heart. Don't be late! This mar-
velous event is sure to sell out quickly!
Space is limited, so grab your tickets
today by visiting sierra2.org.

Be a part of the madness, the magic
and the mayhem for an afternoon you'll
treasure.

Wed love to hear from you if youd
like to get involved or have a teapot to
lend. Feel free to contact us at
info@sierra2.org for more details or to
volunteer.

We can’t wait to see you there. Let
the tea party madness begin!

This welcoming porch is the portal to this charming Craftsman home on tour this year in Curtis Park.

Photo by Rudy Calpo

Curtis Park Home & Garden
tour set for April 26

By Lori Harder

he 35th annual Curtis Park

Home & Garden Tour will
feature six destination points, includ-
ing four homes, an Asilomar-style
“grand hall” and a full-lot-sized gar-
den. Home styles include Dutch Co-

lonial, Craftsman and Tudor Revival,
with a variety of interior decor.

The Capitol A’s Model A Ford
Club will showcase a variety of
pristine vintage cars throughout the
neighborhood. The Sacramento Art
Deco Society will be on hand in

See Tour, Page 5
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SCNA aims to reduce greenhouse gases generated by Sierra 2

By Andrea Rosen

In response to concerns about climate change,
the Sierra Curtis Neighborhood Association
(SCNA) has moved to reduce its greenhouse gases
by replacing gas furnaces with more efficient elec-
tric heat pumps at Sierra 2 Center. This project is
referred to as the Zero Carbon Project.

The project is underway and will be completed
before the year’s end. Once installed, the electric
heat pumps will provide heating and cooling for the
entire facility. Completion will depend on the needs
and schedules of resident tenants to ensure that the
work does not unduly interfere with their use.

SCNA volunteers Hal Thomas, Gerre Buehler
and John Bailey are the key drivers of the project,
approved by the SCNA Board in 2024.

“The time for talk about reducing carbon emis-
sions has passed, and we must act now,” said Thom-
as, who led the effort. “Thanks to the foresight of
the Sierra Curtis Neighborhood Association, we
have begun to decarbonize and, in the coming years,
we will run our center on clean solar energy.”

Buehler chairs the Facilities Committee, which is
responsible for the overall maintenance of Sierra 2.
SCNA President John Bailey crunched the numbers,
demonstrating the project’s economic benefits and
feasibility.

Bailey and other board members wanted to
ensure the project didn’t drain the SCNA Reserve
for Replacement fund, which is used for all of the
center’s capital expenses. In gauging the project’s
feasibility, Bailey determined that with rising PGE

See SCNA, Page 8

Sierra 2 Center

Join us for the annual Sierra 2 Spring Egg Hunt on April 19

Hop on over and join your
neighbors for the annual
Spring Egg Hunt on Saturday, April
19. Festivities will kick off at 9:30 a.m.
with a fun pajama parade starting from
the north end of Curtis Park. By foot,
wagon or stroller, the parade will make
its way through the streets to the Sierra
2 Green.

Sierra 2 is seeking volunteers to help
ensure the event runs smoothly. Vol-
unteer opportunities include leading
the parade, helping hide or safeguard
eggs and assisting with event setup
and cleanup. If youd like to volunteer,
please contact Jaclyn Teofilo at Jaclyn@
sierra2.org or call 916-452-3005 ext.
201.

The egg hunt begins at 10 a.m.,
with separate areas for different age
groups, including a special section for
toddlers 2 and under.

For more event details, visit the Sier-
ra 2 website at sierra2.org.

— Jaclyn Teoftlo

Photo by Eleakis Photography
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What's your superpower?

t an SCNA board orientation recently, our

facilitator, Nancy Brodovsky of Sac Con-
nects, asked each board member to reply to an
interesting question: “What is your superpower?”
The answers were unique and personal, giving us all
great insight into who they are and what they see as
their core strength. The board is an amazing, diverse
group of individuals who bring great skill, passion
and knowledge to help SCNA/Sierra 2 Arts Center
thrive. I am excited to work with every one of them.

A non-profit organization’s “superpowers” would

likely include the ability to galvanize community
support, leverage collective action, inspire passionate
volunteers, effectively advocate for change, secure
funding from diverse sources and create significant
social impact — all while operating with a mis-

DANIELLE
WHITEMORE

Sierra 2 Executive
Director

sion-driven focus that transcends personal gain.
That’s a tall order. But as you guessed, the SCNA
leadership continues to be up to the challenge.
As we lean into this post-COVID era, we are
dedicated to continuing to bring the community

together through our efforts. Returning to tried and

trusted events and expanding new artistic endeav-
ors in our Learnery and Senior Center are key to
bringing the community together creatively. Art is a
unique superpower that is beneficial for individuals
and communities. Art can strengthen mental health,
foster social cohesion, improve community pride,
stimulate the local economy, provide opportunities
for creative expression and promote dialogue around
critical social issues. It can ultimately lead to a more
vibrant and connected community.

Consider getting your “art on” and discovering
what Sierra 2 Center offers. Many Sierra 2 groups,
tenants and long-time renters host classes where
you can express yourself. I invite you to join a class
and explore your creative superpower. The cape is
optional.
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Board Notes

Board Approves Committee
Assignments

The board voted unanimously to
approve the 2025 committee assign-
ments.

Board Establishes Ad Hoc
Governance Committee

The Executive Committee unan-
imously decided to form a Gover-
nance Committee with a six-month
charge to:

* Update the board’s Roles & Re-
sponsibilities document with input
from each committee

* Recommend a long-term plan
to reduce the board’s size to 15
members, including process and

timeframe
* Develop a Code of Conduct for

directors, determining whether it

should merge with or remain sepa-
rate from the existing Code of Ethics
and Conflict of Interest documents

President’s and Executive
Committee Reports

Board Resignations: Alysse Maca-
luso and Dave Enos both resigned due
to personal and family commitments.

Calendar of Board Responsibili-
ties: A list of annual tasks and time-
lines, derived from SCNA’s bylaws

and board roles, has been distribut-
ed. President John Bailey encour-
aged committees to review upcoming
responsibilities. This is particularly
relevant for the Development and
Finance committees as they begin
planning for the upcoming fiscal year
budget (June 2025—June 2026).

Board Orientation Feedback:
Board members were asked to com-
plete an orientation feedback form
and provide written comments to
help improve future sessions.

National Historic Register
Application

The Sierra 2 site is already on

the City Historic Register, and the
board previously authorized apply-
ing for a listing on the National
Register of Historic Places. Execu-
tive Director Dani Whitmore con-
firmed that the application team was
visiting on Feb.14.

Membership and Database

Membership data has been
migrated from eTapestry to Bloo-
merang. Automatic renewal re-
minders and membership notices
will be sent out once data cleanup
is complete.

— Submitted by Matthew Royal,
Board Secretary

CORBIN CONSTRUCTION

916 899-4606

corbinemmett@yahoo.com

CSLB: 942801

With 45 years experience,
we specialize in older homes!

If you dream it, Emmett can build it!

ADVERTISE in Viewpoint

Curtis Park news since 1979

Contact Jaclyn Teofilo
916 452-3005 x202 | jaclyn@sierraz.org

West Curtis FOAKS

(aka 23rd St. Gang)

We () VIEWPOINT!

stare ranm ) STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANIES
@ HOME OFFICE: BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS

@@

INSURANCE
®

KEN PERRY, Agent

2724 24th Street
Sacramento, CA 95818 (916) 452-6668

We specialize in insuring the older home.

ADULT BALLET

SATURDAY MORNINGS
BALLET/BASIC = BALLET 1

Jor information, please contact:
Richard@TwoRiversDanceCenter.com

location: Sierra 2 Center

two rivers dance center

HOME OF RIVER CITY TAPS

TAP DANCE CLASSES FOR ADULTS
BEGINNING TO ADVANCED CLASSES

mornings « evenings « saturdays

INTRODUCTION TO TAP

inquire about our upcoming ‘intro’ series

for information, please contact:

richard@rivercitytaps.com
location: sierra 2 center

RIVER CITY TAPS
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Resident
Continued from page 1

contractors and more.

She also discovered she could
find more about the original owners
through the Sacramento city directo-
ries from the 1920s and 1930s. The
directories hold historical information
such as residents’ occupations, whether
they were renters or owners, spouses’
names and, sometimes, by cross-ref-
erencing, the business names and
addresses of where people worked. She
culled additional information from
census records, which provide details
such as people taking in boarders
during the Depression or resident
statuses changing from “married” to
“widowed.”

Giorgi now has the raw outline of a
book she calls her “accidental project”
that captures the history of Eighth
Avenue’s original owners, subsequent
owners and their lives. The owner of
her house, for instance, was Oliver B.
Hayes, an oil company salesman born
in Japan in 1891 who lived there with
his wife, Mary, and the couple’s son,
James, 5. Other occupations represent-
ed on the street in the first five years
included teachers, a fruit inspector,

a bank employee, salesmen and an
editor.

“I want to know what people did,
whether they had children, what their
lives were like. I was not a genealo-
gy person before this, and now I'm
reading wills and land grants,” she said
with a wry smile.

Her most recent research has her
going “neighbor to neighbor” to see if
residents know even more about the
history of their homes. Many Eighth
Avenue homeowners on this stretch
just west of the park are decades-long
residents, including Linda Fall, who

Joe Shea’s prizewinning Christmas light display on Eighth Avenue in 1997.

grew up in the house she owns, pur-
chased by her parents in 1951.

Back then, the street’s residents were
mostly elderly people, so her parents
installed a gate in the back fence so she
could play with the little girl who lived
behind them. She and her brother
used to climb the then-small trees
around the tennis courts — now the
trees are giants — and the city operated
fun activities for kids throughout the
summer out of a building in the park,
she said.

Fall moved away when she got
married, and never thought she'd live
in the house again. But decades later,
after the marriage ended and her
parents passed, she returned to clean
it out and discovered it was perfect. “I
just felt really comfortable here. The
neighbors were really nice and it was
close to everything.” That was 1997.
She’s been there ever since.

The longest consecutive resident of
the one-block-long street is Beverly
Krikorian, who has lived on Eighth
Avenue since 1970, although many
families, such as the Bradleys, Car-
mazzis, Grajedas and the Griffith-Peas-

Annual Eighth Avenue block party, 1997

Photo courtesy of Suzanne Giorgi

Photo courtesy of Joe Shea

History project author Suzanne Giorgi with her
daughter, Erika, on the day she moved to Eighth
Avenuein 1981. Photo courtesy of Suzanne Giorgi

es have lived there for more than 30
years. Giorgi and her husband, Steve,
have lived in their home for more than
40 years, as has resident Charlotte
Donovan.

Giorgi’s goal is to have a book with
as much historical information as pos-
sible on each of the 20 homes before
the first home celebrates its centennial
anniversary, which falls in November.

She also plans to highlight the
events that have made Eighth Ave-
nue special over the years, such as
neighbor Joe Shea’s award-winning
Christmas lights back in the day and
the haunted houses and elaborate
decorations residents erect in their
yards every year for Halloween trick-
or-treaters.

“This is really a joint effort with
the whole block,” Giorgi said. “My
neighbors may not all know that yet,
but it is.”

Is your home turning 100 this year?
How will you celebrate? Contact the
Viewpoint Editor at Dorsey.griffith@

gmail.com.
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Calling all gardeners! The 26th Street flower beds need your

help
By Kathy Les

or nearly 25 years, Ellen Holmsen of Fifth

Avenue has carefully tended and watered the
flower bed in the center of 26th Street near Fifth
Avenue. For many of those years, neighborhood vol-
unteers assisted her, but over time, they have drifted
away — some moving from the neighborhood, others
too old to continue. Now, she needs help.

“I can no longer continue maintaining the garden
bed alone,” said Holmsen. “I'm ready to have others
take the lead and watch out for the flowers.”

There are, in fact, three beds on 26th Street be-
tween Fifth Avenue and the north end of Curtis Park.
The city originally installed them as traffic mitigation
measures and as a neighborhood floral amenity. While
the city paid for and installed the concrete beds, Cur-
tis Park volunteers were expected to maintain them.

The perennials and natives in the beds make for
nearly year-round color and give 26th Street heading
into the park a burst of horticultural splendor. Until
recently, the beds were in good shape, but now the
plants need pruning, weeds need removing, and the
planters may need a few new drought-tolerant species
in the current mix.

SCNA’s Clean & Quiet Yard Care Committee
has offered to oversee maintenance of the beds for
the foreseeable future. But they need gardeners with
some knowledge of drought-tolerant plants and plant
maintenance to assist them.

Volunteers don’t need to be highly experienced
gardeners, but some working know-how with natives
and perennials would be helpful. Once the beds have
been trimmed and refurbished, only minor tending
will be needed. Two of the beds have no access to
water; the other gets water from a nearby home. With
limited water availability outside of the rainy season,

Tour
Continued from page 1

period clothing, and the Plant Foundry will have a
display on the tour. Food trucks and picnic tables,
live music, information displays and more will be
featured at the north end of Curtis Park.

The event is an important fundraiser for the
Sierra 2 Center and Sierra Curtis Neighborhood
Association (SCNA) programs. Its goal is to raise
$15,000. Tickets can be purchased online at sier-
ra2.org or by visiting the Sierra 2 Center office.

The event lasts from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., with the
tour route encompassing two miles. Bicycling is en-
couraged, and bike racks will be provided. Tickets
are $25 in advance ($20 for SCNA members) and
$30 on tour day ($25 for SCNA members). The
discount is a great reason to join SCNA. Tickets are
just $10 for docents and other event volunteers.

For updates and more information, visit
sierra2.org or call Sierra 2 at 916-452-3005. SCNA
also will post updates on its Facebook page and
send email blasts.

Ellen Holmsen tends to the 26th Street flower bed. Photo by Kathy Les

it’s important to keep an eye on the beds to assure
their health and wellbeing.

“These beds are a community jewel and an excel-
lent opportunity to showcase some of the gardening
talent we have” said Michael Oates, SCNA’s new
chair of the Clean & Quiet Yard Care Committee. “I
love getting my hands in the dirt and I'm sure others
do too!”

To help rejuvenate and maintain the lovely flower
beds, please contact Oates at michael.a.oates@gmail.
com.

Docents and sponsors
needed for Home &
Garden Tour

More than 60 volunteers are needed
to give an hour or two for the Home &
Garden Tour benefitting SCNA and the
Sierra 2 Center. Docents will monitor home
interiors for two-hour shifts, and other
volunteers are needed to set up or take
down tables and chairs at the north end of
Curtis Park. Tour tickets for volunteers are
just $10. Text or call Lori Harder at 916-
801-7189 or email lorikoi@sbcglobal.net or
lorikoi@gmail.com to sign up.

Consider supporting SCNA and this
event by advertising in the tour program.
Ads start at $250. Contact Danielle Whit-
more, SCNA executive director, at 916-
452-3005 ext. 204, or by email at
danielle@sierra2.org.

OSCAR URIBE, CPA, MST

e Tax and Accounting Services
® Small to Midsize Business Focus
® Real Estate Industry Specialization

Contact us today
916-234-3994
www.uribecpa.com

Email: info@uribecpa.com

At HOME in Curtis Park

CaBRE #01882787

STEFFAN BROWN

REAL ESTATE

steffan@steffanbrown.com

916-717-7217

Passionate about Fine Older Homes
Buying or Selling. ..
I am here to help.

4 You have Photos. We have Solutions. )

Together we can preserve and
tell the story of your life.

Photo Organizing | Photo Memory Books

judybujold.com
photos@judybujold.com
916-747-9236

Digital Photo
Manager
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No experience necessary.
Tuesdays, 6-7 p.m. Studio 1
kristyoshiro.com/home

Intermediate Taiko Drumming
4-week class

Previous taiko experience required.
Tuesdays, 7-8:30 p.m. Studio 1
kristyoshiro.com/home

MARTIAL ARTS

Yi family Tai Chi/Qi Gong,

Shaolin Martial Arts
Tuesdays/Thursdays, 7-8 p.m. Studio 2
Saturdays, 10-11 a.m. Studio 2
lohan36@sbcglobal.net

Eagle Claw Kung Fu

Mondays, 6-7 p.m. Studio 2
Wednesdays, 6-7:15 p.m. Studio 2
Saturdays, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Studio 2
Sifu Mary Melliza: 916-802-3144

ADULT DANCE

Dancing with Heidi

Tuesdays, 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Children’s Ballet |, ages 6-9 (no experi-
ence required)

Wednesdays, 3-4:30 p.m.

Adult/Teen Basic Ballet (some experience
required)

Wednesdays, 6-8:30 p.m.

Adult/Teen Ballet from the Beginning (no
experience required)
dancingwithheidi@gmail.com

HELPING DREAMS COME TRUE IN THE SIERRA CURTIS NEIGHBORHOOD SINCE 1974

“For Fine Older Homes and
Quality Newer Homes”

Wednesdays, 1-2 p.m., Studio 1
Rcarlson404@yahoo.com

Two Rivers Dance Center/

River City Taps
Mondays-Thursdays/Saturdays

Class schedules:
tworiversdancecenter.com and rivercity-
taps.com

ART

Glass Acts Mosaics Collective
All skill levels welcome.
Tuesdays, noon-3 p.m. Room 11
glassactmosaics.org

FITNESS

Zumba with Pakko
Sundays, 10-11 a.m. Studio 3
pakko.zumba@yahoo.com

WW Studio Workshop
Thursdays/Fridays, 8:30 a.m. Room 10
Sat., 8:30 a.m. & 10 a.m. Room 10
800-374-9191, weightwatchers.com

4305 Freeport Blvd.

On-line Real Estate School
Contact Larry Easterling at leasterling@cookrealty.net

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
916 457-4907

Thursday, March 13, 11:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.
Room 12

Movie Monday Matinee
Monday, March 24, 1-3 p.m.
Room 12

March Movie — “Hidden Figures”

Book Club

2nd Monday, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Room 11 (new location)

March 10 - “Jayber Crow” by Wendell
Berry

Nonfiction Book Club

3rd Thursday, 11 a.m.-noon

Room 12

March 20 - “How to Stand Up to a
Dictator” by Maria Ressa

Women’s Friendship Group

Meet new friends and discover new
hobbies.

2nd and 4th Wednesdays, March 12
and 26

11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Room 11

Open Art Studio

Bring in your art or craft project to work
on while socializing.

Fridays, noon-3 p.m.

Room 11
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EVERYONE IS WELCOME
Questions? Please contact groups directly. Activities are free, except where noted. (Donations appreciated)
Room 12 « 916 455-6339. For more information: Sierra2.org.
MUSIC Dance for Parkinson’s LEISURE AUTOBIOGRAPHY GROUPS
Beginning Taiko Drumming Free class. Sponsored by Pamela Tro- Monthly Luncheon My Story Project
4-week class kanski Dance Theater March Theme: Spring Greens 2nd Monday, March 10, 1-3 p.m.

Room 12

Life History Writing
Wednesdays, 1-3 p.m.
Room 12

CARDS & GAMES
Pinochle
Fridays, 1-3 p.m. Room 12

Mahjong
Mondays, 10 a.m.-noon Room 12

Fun Bridge (contract)
Thursdays, 1-3 p.m. Room 12

Punch cards $80/10 classes;
$45/5 classes or $10 drop-in
(purchase In the Sierra 2 office)

STRENGTH AND BALANCE
Tuesdays, 10-11 a.m. Studio 2
(new location)

LINE DANCE CLASS
Tuesdays, 1-2 p.m. Studio 2

TAI CHI CHUAN
Wednesdays, 10-11 a.m. Studio 3
(new location)

NEW: CHAIR YOGA with Jen Brinsky
Thursdays, 9-10 a.m. Room 12

the purchase
or sale of any
property
across the
nation!

COOK REALTY

can assist with

BUYING OR SELLING
916 451-6702

DRE # 00618471

Ten Acres

Pharmacy
2930 Freeport Blvd.

916-942-9575

tenacrespharmacy.com

VITAMINS &
SUPPLEMENTS,

HEARING TESTS,
VACCINATIONS
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Special Events

Cozy Craft Night Stitch and Watch:

The Devil Wears Prada

Saturday, March 8, 6-8 p.m.

Room 10

$10

Join us for a relaxing evening of crochet, knitting,
embroidery and all things needlework. Bring your
current project, sit back and enjoy a movie while you
stitch away in a welcoming and cozy atmosphere full
of other needlework enthusiasts as we enjoy the cult
classic “The Devil Wears Prada.” Whether you're a
beginner or an experienced crafter, this is the perfect
chance to unwind, connect with fellow makers and
make progress on your project.

Snacks and drinks provided with ticket purchase.
Tickets: sierra2.org/event/cozy-craft-night-stitch-and-
watch/

Spring into Wellness: A Queer & Trans

BIPOC Health & Wellness Fair
Saturday, March 29

1-4 p.m.

Outside Room 10

In recognition of National LGBTQ Health Awareness
Week, join us for the third annual Spring Into Wellness
fair hosted by Love Liberated and Sacramento Filipinx
LGBTQIA+. Highlighting health and wellness resourc-
es, businesses, practitioners and nonprofits that serve
Queer, Black, Indigenous and People of Color of
Sacramento.

*Masksprovided.

Tickets: bit.ly/QTBIPOCSIW2025

Representing buyers and sellers of
interesting properties since 1999.

PALOMA BEGIN

—— FINE OLD NEIGHBORHOOD ——

916.628.8561 | www.palomabegin.com
REALTOR® | DRE# 01254423

VIEWPOINT

TO REGISTER FOR A CLASS

sierra2.org/thelearnery

Mixed Media Art with Larry Ramos

Wednesdays, March 5, 19

5:30-7:30 p.m.

$35 per class

March 5: Create silhouettes, woodpecker

March 19: Create silhouettes, hawk

Express your feelings beyond words on paper using the
OSM (Awesome) method with Larry Ramos, an award win-
ning artist and instructor of over 20 years.

Macrame Workshop: Hang your Hats in Style
Saturday, March 8

1-3:30 p.m.

$65 per class

Students in this creative, hands-on workshop learn to make
a wide-brim hat hanger. Whether you are new to macrame
or have experience, this class will walk you through step

by step on how to make a useful and beautiful hat hanger,
perfect for displaying your favorite hat with style and func-
tionality. All materials are included.

Creative Tools Breakdown

Tuesday, March 11

6-8 p.m.

$35

Optional $25 painting kit

This class introduces a “toolbox” of creative techniques
you can explore and apply, empowering you to add fresh
elements and textures to your paintings with confidence.
These tools help enrich your paintings and make the
creative process more fun and adventurous. Each class
includes instruction, guidance and time to experiment with
different creative tools used in intuitive painting

March tool: Stencils

Watercolor Art with Larry Ramos
Wednesdays, March 12, 26
5:30-6:30 p.m.

$35

March 12: Dry brush technique; create a whale
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March 26: Layering technique; create a hummingbird
Express your feelings beyond words on paper using the
OSM (Awesome) method with Larry Ramos, an award-win-
ning artist and art instructor of over 20 years.

Abstract Intuitive Painting Workshop

Thursday, March 13 & Saturday, March 29

10 a.m.-12 p.m.

$35

Optional paint kit: $25

Explore the wonderful world of art, where the focus is not
solely on the result but the joy and fulfillment of the creative
process. This class welcomes individuals from all levels of
painting expertise. Discover the power of self-expression
and the therapeutic nature of painting. Under the guidance
of instructor Cara Gregor, the class will cover composition,
color theory and the use of light and shadow to create
depth and dimension in your artwork. The supplies list is on
the Sierra 2 website.

Intro to Macrame

Saturday, March 15

1-3 p.m.

Whether you're a complete beginner or have some expe-
rience, this workshop is a delightful way to nurture your
creativity and leave with your own handmade macrame
plant hanger. This session begins with an introduction to the
art of macrame, with step-by-step guidance through funda-
mental knots used as building blocks for creating intricate
and beautiful designs. Utilizing hand-eye coordination and
mindfulness, everyone will complete a functional and stylish
plant hanger perfect for their favorite plant. All materials,
including cords and a small pot, are provided.

Submit your creations for Park Arts

Viewpoint wants to feature your creative
work on its occasional Park Arts page.
Submit short written pieces or reproducible
photos of your creative work to Dorsey.
grifith@gmail.com. Works should be
accompanied by the creator’s name, email
address, phone number and short bio. Sub-
missions will be curated and run as space
permits.

Join the Curtis Park Electric Stars!

Are you ready to upgrade to an electric heat pump water heater, heat pump HVAC
system or an induction cooktop? Going electric not only saves on energy costs, it's
also safer, healthier and better for the environment. The Curtis Park Electric Stars are
your neighbors and can help you make the switch with information about upgrades,
SMUD rebates and access to qualified contractors.

Scan this QR code to see
how you can become an
Electric Star, too. Or visit
smud.org/PowerPartners

’ ©0120-2/25 ®A trademark of Sacramefto MunicP

Utility District,lReg. U.S. Pat. & Tm. Off.

To learn more, email the
Electric Stars by scanning
this QR code or at
CP.ElectricStars@gmail.com

@ SMUD

==\
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LOCAL
MUSIC SCENE

Here’s your handy guide

THE SIDE DOOR

2900 Franklin Blvd.

thesidedoor.net ® All shows 7 p.m.

Tickets: $25-$35. Advance tickets available.
Saturday, March 1: The Town Howlers + Delta
Grass (support), Golden-era torchbearers of trad
bluegrass quintet

Saturday, March 8: Sourdough Slim & Robert
Armstrong, legendary entertainers. Accordion, banjo, Richard March
musical saw, yodeling! Rollicking, outrageous humor

and song

Saturday, March 14: Eric Brace & Thomm Jutz, singer/guitar duo bring both
contemplative strength and melancholy with music from their debut aloum “Simple
Motion”

Thursday, March 27: Mark Hanson & Greta Petersen, Grammy-Award winning
acoustic guitarist Hanson and Young Audiences’ 2009 National Artist of the Year
Petersen deliver eclectic pop, playful jazz, Americana and originals

Friday, March 28: Richard March & Amee Chapman, beloved Sacramento Area
Music Award winner for QOutstanding Male Vocalist (March) and a Best of Sacra-
mento Award winner (Sacramento Magazine) for Best Americana Artist (Chapman).
March is a California folk/soul star singer-songwriter. Santa Cruz’s alt-country
Chapman likewise skirts all edges of roots music with skillful, evocative writing and
singing

Photo by Kent Lacin

OLD SOUL COFFEE

3434 Broadway Ave.

oldsoulco.com/cafes/40-acres-in-oak-park

Sundays, 4-6 p.m. FREE.

“Sunday Jazz @ Old Soul” 40 Acres curated by noted guitarist Ross Hammond.
Different creative groups every week in a warm neighborhood setting

March 2: Soul Szn

March 9: The Bad Sleep Well

March 16: Christian Brothers HS Honors Band

March 23: No Show. Tony Pasarell Celebration of Life Tribute Concert @ The Crest)
March 30: Neighborhood Jazz Quartet

THE GUILD THEATER

2828 35th St.

sthope.org/guild-theater-home

2nd Wednesdays: “Amateur Night @ The Guild” hosted by Tristan Johnson, 7 p.m.
First Thursdays: “POHOP: Poetry and Hip-Hop Night” hosted by J. Nash & C
WEST, 7 p.m.

TWO RIVERS CIDER CO.

4311 Attawa Ave.

tworiverscider.com/events

(Closed Monday-Thursday for the winter season)

Saturday, March 1: Keffiyeh 3 — Gaza Benefit, 5-9 p.m.

Open for great beverages and good food, plus these free events:
Fridays: “L.ocal Sounds” acoustic showcase hosted by Four-Eyed Whale, 6-9 p.m.
Saturdays: “Jazz Jam,” 3-6:30 p.m. hosted by Kent Lacin and Friends
“Group Line Dancing,” 2-3 p.m. (2nd & 4th Saturdays)

Sundays: Open Acoustic Jam, 1-4 p.m. (1st & 3rd Sundays)

Ukulele class with Gurukulele (Jim Coats), 4-5 p.m.

SACTOWN MARDI GRAS!

March 1:

11 am.-5 p.m.: SacTown Mardi Gras parade and parties on Broadway with floats,
bands, dancers, cars, mascots and costumes

10 a.m.-5 p.m.: 2110 Broadway, parade VIP seating and reviewing stands, food
trucks, bar and beer with specialty drinks, exhibits, live music. Parade entries will
stop and perform at reviewing stands

Noon-5 p.m.: McClatchy Park Party, “Where the Parade Ends.” Free admission, live
music, food court, bar and beer garden, Mardi Gras marketplace, kids’ zone, health
and wellness fair and more

More information: Sactownmardigras.com

— Mindy Giles

Support live music! #SaveOurStages!

Kiki Morente & Carlos de Jacoba
Friday, March 7, 7 p.m.

The Flamenco Society is thrilled to announce the performance of two artists from
Spain, Kiki Morente and Carlos de Jacoba. Kiki Morente is a gifted flamenco singer,
guitarist and composer. De Jacoba’s music is a captivating fusion of tradition, knowl-
edge and a profound passion for the gypsy sound infused with a modern twist, with
fresh energy and romantic flair.

Tickets: Ip.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/zm68aar

Masala Comedy Club
Saturday, March 8, 6 p.m.

This can’t-miss comedy event will feature Masla Comedy Club’s sharpest and most
side-splitting storytellers. From seasoned veterans slaying the crowd with their trade-
mark takes to hot new talents blazing into the spotlight, all with a desi touch.
Tickets:masalacomedyclub.com/laugh-ticket-6-0-sacramento/

Swan Lake
March 16, 4 p.m. & March 17, 7 p.m.

The Grand Kyiv Ballet performs a true classic, Swan Lake.
Tickets: grandkyivballet.com.ua/en/event-state/california/

SCNA

Continued from page 2

gas prices and inefficient, aging gas units, project expenses would be recouped
within seven years. Villara Heating and Cooling Services was selected to per-
form the work.

SMUD is providing financial incentives projected at $158,000, which is
roughly half of the total cost of the project. SMUD incentives are $1,500 per
ton of capacity; SCNA is replacing 105 tons of capacity for the building, in-
cluding Castro Cottage.

SMUD has set a goal of producing 100% of its electricity using renewable
resources by 2030. The State of California has banned the sale of gas appliances
starting in 2030 and mandated a dramatic reduction in greenhouse gases by
2030. The statewide goal is to be 100% carbon-free by 2045.

“Replacing our end-of-life HVAC equipment with heat pumps is not only
good for SCNA’s budget, but it’s also good for the environment,” said Bailey.
“SCNA is proud to be a leader as our community works to create a more cli-
mate-friendly future.”

Become

a SCNA
member:
Check out sierra2.org
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Dad’s Kitchen to reopen as Stepdad'’s

Neighbors can look forward to a tavern with
upscale food when the former Dad’s Kitchen
on Freeport Boulevard reopens as Stepdad’s.

Taking the helm is well-known chef Oliver Ridge-
way, the British-born owner and chef at Camden Spit
& Larder in downtown Sacramento. His two partners
are Tyler and Melissa Williams, the owners of Tank
House BBQ & Bar.

The trio’s partnership came about during a chat
session bemoaning the closure of Dad’s.

“It was a shame that Dad’s closed. I used to eat
there,” said Ridgeway, who lives in Land Park.

Plans for Stepdad’s are taking shape. Ridgeway said
they are remodeling the floors and walls and have their
liquor license.

“It will be a different business,” he said. “We want
to create a neighborhood tavern with approachable
food and weekend specials.”

Ridgeway said he will be the culinary manager but
will hire a chef. He plans to continue working at his
“baby,” Camden Spit & Larder on Capitol Mall.

“We hope to open in late spring, maybe early
August,” Ridgeway said, good-naturedly alluding to
potential bumps in the road ahead before opening.

--Judy Green Scheible

Stepdad’s owners Oliver Ridgeway, Tyler Williams and Melissa Williams
commemorate their restaurant’s liquor license outside the shuttered
Dad’s Kitchen. Photo courtesy of Oliver Ridgeway

Renter-occupied households and
households without mortgages on the
rise in the Curtis Park neighborhood

By Jim Miller

enter-occupied households have long been

Rpart of the Curtis Park community, but their
share has grown in recent years, according to the latest
Census Bureau data.

The increase is particularly notable in the portion
of Curtis Park that covers the area south of Portola
Way and extending west into the Crocker Village
area, based on American Community Survey esti-
mates released in December.

Renter-occupied households in that census tract
make up about 20 percent of the more than 900
households. That compares to renter-occupied
households representing slightly more than 7 per-
cent of the households in the tract as of several years
ago.

The increase seems driven in part by the recent
buildout of Crocker Village, which advertises rental
homes in the area.

Nancy Parrish has rented a home in Crocker Vil-
lage for the past year. The former Land Park resident
previously lived in the Washington, D.C. area, where
she still owns a house.

Parrish’s home in Crocker Village puts her close to
her mother, a retired teacher who lives in another part
of Curtis Park.

“I love the area, and I wanted to stay in it,” Nancy
Parrish said. A self-described fan of old houses, she
said she has come to appreciate the newness and mo-

dernity of her Crocker Village home.

California’s rental housing market has been char-
acterized by limited supply and high demand. Curtis
Park is no exception.

“You had to be standing there, ready to be filing
paperwork, as soon as the sign goes up,” Parrish said
of her search.

Citywide, about 48.5 percent of households are
renter occupied.

The census tract that covers the northern half of
Curtis Park extending to Broadway has historically
had a higher share of renter-occupied households.
Several multi-unit complexes line Second Avenue and
nearby streets.

About one-half of the households in that portion of
Curtis Park are renter-occupied, a slight increase from
several years ago.

The latest census data shows that a growing share of
Curtis Park’s owner-occupied households are owned
free-and-clear.

South of Portola Way and in Crocker Village to
Sutterville Road, more than one-third of the estimated
nearly 800 owner-occupied households do not have
a mortgage. That is up from about one-quarter of
owner-occupied households lacking a mortgage several
years ago.

In the portion of Curtis Park north of Portola
Way, about 38 percent of owner-occupied households
lacked a mortgage. As of several years ago, that figure
was about 29 percent.

Citywide, census estimates show that less than one-
third of owner-occupied households had no mortgage.

Tell us about your home’s
100th birthday

Is your Curtis Park home having a
centennial birthday in 20252 How
will you celebrate? Viewpoint wants to
hear about and share your plans for your
home’s 100th year. Please send a note
with details to Viewpoint Editor Dorsey
Grifhith at Dorsey.griffith@gmail.com.
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Discovering - and loving - the ubiquitous camellia

By Belle Darsie

y flancé and I moved to Curtis Park for

the usual reason: its charming, historic
neighborhood. But something unusual happened
during our first winter. I discovered camellias. The
revelation sent me on a path to new friendships, bo-
tanical history lessons and, now, a seasonal hobby.

When we moved into our home, we had a few
bushes, a tree, some suggestion of former lawn,

a few succulents and rocks. Of all the bushes, a
well-established holly plant seemed most interest-
ing. Invasive privets provided a little shade, but

I minimized them and planned to remove them
completely. I didn’t realize that one of the bushes
I'd cut down was a camellia.

A summer and a fall passed before I fell in love
with a camellia. In February of that year, a fluffy,
pastel-colored flower caught my eye. I touched its
soft yet sturdy petals. It looked like a cross between
a carnation and a rose, but more substantial and
natural looking. I spent time with this camellia,
regularly checking how the buds were swelling
before they unfolded into beautiful flowers against
their waxy green, slightly serrated leaves. There was
something new to look forward to every day. The
plant had enough flowers to spare a few for bou-
quets, placed indoors where I could study them in
the light after work.

While searching for information about this
plant, I came across the Sacramento Camellia
Society and learned of its annual show the first
weekend in March, where the public is invited to
view blooms from serious growers and competitors
as well as beginners. Last year, my family wandered
into the show with a couple of flowers from our
camellia plant. Society members welcomed us and
identified my new love, the Camellia Japonica

Belle Darsie of Portola Way has discovered the camellia’s beauty and botanical history since moving to Curtis Park.

Hawaii.

I’ve since realized that most of our Curtis Park
neighbors have camellia plants, many of them
already mature when they purchased their historic
homes. Camellias are slow-growing and can live for
hundreds of years.

My family are now active members of the
Sacramento Camellia Society, and we are passion-
ate about preserving history and maintaining the

Playfield at Crocker Village opens at last

he dual-purpose playing field at Ray

Eames Park along Crocker Drive is finally
open, according to a Sacramento city spokes-
woman.

The city formally accepted the neighborhood
park and stormwater detention basin on Dec. 20.
The detention basin covers a turf area for field
play with benches and walkways. The overall 6.5-
acre site also includes a .53-acre area off of Don-
ner Way with a playground, a small picnic area
with a shade structure, tables with a BBQ grill,
concrete walkways and a drinking fountain.

In a 2023 settlement of three lawsuits filed
against the city by Crocker Village developer Paul
Petrovich, the city agreed to name the play field
area in the Ray Eames Park “Petrovich Family
Playfield.” At a cost of $7,500, the city installed a
plaque along the park fence commemorating the

military service of the developer’s father.

The city will close the playing field after rain,
as it did after winter storms in recent weeks and
for “necessary maintenance,” according to a city
spokeswoman.

A 2022 Memorandum of Understanding
between the city and the Crocker Village Home-
owners Association governs the maintenance and
upkeep of the playing field. Under the agreement,
the city is responsible for, among other things,
removing sediment from the basin following
major storms and maintaining the inlet and outlet
structures.

The HOA's responsibilities include repairing
landscaping, irrigation equipment and all other
park improvements, as well as keeping the area
free of trash and other debris.

--Viewpoint staff

Photo by Bill Kohler

legacy of Sacramento’s nickname, “Camellia City.”
We are preparing for the 101st anniversary Camel-
lia Show March 1-2 at the Scottish Rite Center on
H Street.

My hope is to connect Curtis Park neighbors to
share camellia seeds and maybe even start our own
Camellia Club to celebrate the plant’s rich history
in our community.

Belle Darsie lives on Portola Way.

Soap Refillery & Zero-Waste Shop

Refill everyday
products
like laundry
detergent, dish
liquid, hand
soap

Removing
single-use
plastics from
our community
since 2016

1828 29th St., Sacramento

16-382-482
o16-38 v8 ] Product & Event info at

REEILL RefillMadnessSacramento.com

Follow us @RefillMadness
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How are you coping?

In the weeks following the 2024 election and
amid the onslaught of federal policy and pro-
gram upheavals, many Curtis Park residents have
expressed frustration, anger and anxiety. Viewpoint
asked some of them how they’re coping. These are
their responses.

Garrett Jensen

I'm jumping into local activism where I can make a
difference. I'm involved with Slow Down Sacramento
and writing letters to local officials to press for change
on subjects I care about, particularly road safety issues.
I joined the board of SCNA, and I'm excited about
the new leadership on the city council.

Nicole Kite

I’'m not coping well! I'm pretty anxious, honestly.
But around the time of the presidential election, I
decided that, since I'm new to Curtis Park, one thing I
can do to feel more prepared for the challenging times
ahead is build a bigger community around me. I
joined the SCNA board to get to know my neighbors
better. We are safer, healthier, and have so much more
power when we are in relationship with one another.

Carlos Alcala

I'm trying to do less and more. I'm avoiding im-
mersing myself in the details of despair, but I'm also
trying to immerse myself in action against the de-
struction of democracy. I make art postcards and have
received more than $1,000 in donations in exchange
for cards. The donations go to nonprofits working for
progress. I've also initiated a group of creative people
to figure out what additional action we can take. Look
for the helpers. To participate, send me an email: car-
los.alcala57 @gmail.com.

Erin Satterwhite

I’'m reading a lot to get accurate information on
what’s actually happening in the federal government.
My husband works for the state in a federally funded
position. Funding freezes and chaos at the federal level
has us worried about his job security and planning for
a one-income household, if necessary. We are also con-
cerned about the breach of private data by Elon Musk
and are considering changing our bank accounts to

POINT OFF VIEW

An art postcard made by Carlos Alcala to raise money for progressive
nonprofits. Photo by Carlos Alcala

protect our assets. There’s so much confusion; I am
searching for a therapist to help me cope with the
daily stress.

Jeff Cook

Protesting helps my mental health. Since others
might also need help, I made up signs that say, “Re-
spect the Rule of Law” and have been sharing them
with others.

Nancee Murray

I am using a lot of different strategies to cope right
now. First, while I listen and read the news daily, I now
limit how much time I spend reading and listening
each day. Second, I try to stop myself during a news
story and breathe deeply for several breaths. Slowing
down amidst the rapid pace of the recent news events
helps me. Third, I volunteer. For now, I have been
doing non-political volunteering to remind myself that
the world keeps spinning. Political action will come.

A sweet 1little kitchen
boutique in Land Park

2665 Riverside Blvd
kitchentablesac.com

Annie Cook of Highland Avenue stands with the yard signs she and
husband Jeff Cook created for neighbors. Photo by Jeff Cook
Andrea Rosen

I was rejuvenated after participating in the Not My
President’s rally at the Capitol on Feb. 17; so many
great signs and so many people attending. A small way
to keep faith in our democracy as it is under attack.

New Home Building Supply
Family owned & operated since 1949

Competitive pricing

Variety of deck materials

Helpful and knowledgeable crew
We have all the hard-to-find sidings
Quality lumber for any size project

916 455-3057
5310 Franklin Blvd. | Sacramento

HOURS:
M-F 6am-5pm | Sat 7am-3:30pm | Closed Sundays

> 70 a for the
(j rest of us
at the Sacramento Yoga Center

Conveniently located in your
Sierra 2 Community Center

Visit sacramentoyogacenter.com

Contact us

(916) 996-5645 Stretch, Relax &

Calm the Mind
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Bret Harte Elementary to add new transitional kindergarten

class in the fall

LAUREN

(GOTHARD
and

LINDSEY
SIN

tarting in the 2025-26 school year, there will

be something new at Bret Harte Elementary.
As one of the 45 sites selected to offer Transitional
Kindergarten (TK) in the Sacramento City Unified
School District for the upcoming school year, Bret
Harte will add a new cohort of young learners and
expand the school’s ability to recruit more students
to stay long-term. “Our students will be able to stay
at Bret Harte for the entire time they are in elemen-
tary school,” said Bret Harte Principal Dr. Roxanne
Wolfe.

Transitional Kindergarten is a bridge between pre-
school and kindergarten. According to the district’s
website, TK “provides students with an additional
year of preparation, so they enter kindergarten with
stronger academic, social and emotional skills needed
for future success in school.”

Early learning opportunities in California have
expanded over the last two decades. In 2010, Gover-
nor Arnold Schwarzenegger signed the Kindergarten
Readiness Act (Senate Bill 1381), which moved the
minimum age requirements for entry to kindergarten
up from 5 years old by Dec. 2 to 5 years old by Sept.
1, starting in the 2014-15 school year. The law also
established TK as a “developmentally appropriate
grade to serve our youngest learners with birthdays
between September and December.” However, while
the law mandated TK acceptance for children who
turned 5 between Sept. 2 and Dec. 2, it allowed
education sites to accept children who turned 5 after
Dec. 2 up to the end of that school year.

In 2021, Governor Gavin Newsom signed the Ed-
ucation Omnibus (Assembly Bill 130) as part of the
budget trailer bill, which expanded TK to all children
turning 4 years old by Sept. 1, starting in the
2025-26 school year. The TK expansion adds an
additional year of early learning and is free to any
family that chooses to enroll their child. Sacramen-

to City Unified School District has added new TK

Kindergarten students enjoy the sunshine in the kinder play yard on Feb. 18.

sites throughout its schools over the last few years,
with Bret Harte and others added to the list for the
upcoming year.

Though still in the early planning stages of the
program, some information is available for potential
families. Bret Harte’s TK program will have space
for 20 students and will run from 8 to 11:45 a.m.
each weekday. Before-school and after-school care
will be offered to TK students, as well as breakfast
and lunch. The school hopes to hire a teacher and an
instructional aide for the classroom soon. The district
is evaluating two spaces on campus to see which is the
best fit for the new TK program. There will be a TK
orientation sometime before the first day of school on
Aug. 18.

“We are very excited. We have been waiting three
years to get this program added at Bret Harte,” said
Wolfe.

Real Fruit Freeze « 50-50's
Soups & Sandwiches « Ice Cream Cakes & Pies
2801 Franklin Blvd. | 916 457-6646
www.gunthersicecream.com | Open Daily
Flavor of the Month in March:
BAILEYS IRISH CREAM!

YOUR
NEIGHBOR

LARRY
EASTERLING

Broker
Associate

916 849-9431
easterling129

@gmail.com

DRE #01343891

Photo by Katrina Whittlebum

The TK lottery application period ended Feb. 21,
and families should be contacted about their student’s
acceptance on March 10 if they applied. If a neigh-
borhood family missed the lottery application dead-
line, they can still apply for TK at Bret Harte during
the normal enrollment period. Visit scusd.edu/TK for
more information. The district’s expanded learning
before-and-after school program registration starts in
March. If you need more information about before-
and after-school care at Bret Harte, contact site coor-

dinator Mahogany Campbell at 916-873-3938.

Sacramento’s only cage-free daycare
and boarding facility

Daycare

Call or visit us today!
916-446-2501

Grooming Boarding

430 17th Street
Sacramento

info@gratefuldogdaycare.com

gratefuldogdaycare.com



