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SCNA annual meeting ushers in new directors and bylaw changes

By Kathy Les

CNA rang in the New Year with

a complement of new board di-
rectors following the Dec. 10 election at
the annual membership meeting. Seven
new board directors and five incum-
bents were elected.

Half the board is up for re-election
each year, and each member is elected to
a two-year term. See the priorities and
photos of the first-time members below
and on page 2. Elected incumbents
include Madelyn Gelpi, Lily Harris,
Shannon Motley, Matthew Royal and
Alex Moos, who was appointed to fill a
vacant position in October that ended
Dec. 31, 2024. There’s a lot of talent
among the new and incumbent board
members, and all are looking forward to
a productive year ahead.

The annual meeting also included a
presentation by President John Bailey

on accomplishments of the previous
year, including hiring new executive
director Danielle Whitmore. Treasurer
Ryan Marenger presented on the state
of SCNA finances, demonstrating that
the association is back in good standing
following the financial slowdown of the

COVID-19 years. Room rentals at Sierra

2 are up and nearly at pre-COVID levels.

In addition, those attending the
December meeting voted on six chang-
es to the SCNA bylaws. A presenta-
tion by the ad hoc bylaws committee,
comprised of directors Mimi Budd,
Lily Harris and Mathew Royal, shared
an overview of the six changes recom-
mended by the committee and the full
SCNA Board, which affect members’
voting rights and the number of board
directors. The ad hoc bylaws committee
and board worked for a year reviewing
and enhancing the bylaws to better
comport with current board practices

Home and garden tour
neighborhood fundraiser set

for April 26

P ut Saturday, April 26 on your
calendar for a fun day of activ-
ities.

Tour beautiful homes and gardens,
enjoy food trucks, live music and
vintage cars in Curtis Park. The event
will run from 10 a.m. to 4 pm.

Dozens of volunteers are needed to
help monitor the homes in two-hour
shifts. Call or text Lori Harder at 916-
801-7189 or email lorikoi@sbcglobal.
net to sign up.

The Home & Garden Tour is an
important fundraiser for SCNA and
the Sierra 2 Center, with organizers

hoping to net over $10,000 in spon-
sorships, advertisements and ticket
sales. Sponsorships range from $250
to $2,500.

Contact Danielle Whitmore,
executive director at Sierra 2 Center at
916-452-3005 or by email, danielle@
sierra2.org, for more information.

In addition to stories in the March
and April editions of Viewpoint,
updates will be posted on SCNA’s
website at sierra2.org, Facebook and
through email blasts.

— Lori Harder

Bret Harte
School community
reflects after
violent incident

Page 12

Anne Da Vigo
Local author releases
new novel
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and members’ needs.

Members voted on the six bylaw
changes individually and approved
them all.

A detailed explanation of the changes
can be viewed in the November 2024
issue of Viewpoint or on the SCNA
website. In brief, they:

* Require that dues are paid 72 hours
before the annual meeting for voter
eligibility

* Allow voting up to 14 days before
the annual meeting if unable to attend
in person

* Reduce the number of directors
from 23 to 15 to accommodate Sierra 2
staffing levels

* Require floor nominees at the
annual meeting to be members in good
standing for three months prior or have

two directors vouch for their candidacy
e Give the board discretion (rather
than require) on filling director vacan-
cies
e Provide new criteria for the board
to remove a director or officer for cause
when necessary.

The League of Women Voters par-
ticipated in counting the election and
bylaw changes votes.

The new board met on Jan. 8 to
elect officers for the year. They are John
Bailey (president), Kathy Les (vice
president), Matthew Royal (secretary),
Ryan Marenger (treasurer) and Lily
Harris (at-large). These five make up the
board’s Executive Committee.

Board meetings are held at 6:30 p.m.
on the first Wednesday of the month at
Sierra 2 in Room 9.

Patrick Baxter

Janet Hecsh

Meet your new SCNA Board

members

iewpoint asked the new SCNA

board members to describe
their key priorities for 2025. These are
their responses.

Patrick Baxter: My goal as a board
member is to listen to community
members, especially members of SCNA,
to define, articulate and drive actions
needed to benefit the Curtis Park com-
munity. This includes raising awareness
and leveraging experiences from our

diverse backgrounds as we prioritize
common goals, neighborhood concerns,
projects to benefit Curtis Park and
Sierra 2 Center, and increasing neigh-
borhood awareness and contribution to
the above efforts.

Janet Hecsh: Thank you to friends
and neighbors for choosing me as one
of your representatives. 'm looking for-

See Priorities, Page 2
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New members
Continued from page 1

ward to participating in shared gover-
nance as a member of the SCNA board.
My priorities are to be a part of carrying
out the mission of SCNA, ensuring that
our programs and projects are consis-
tent with our mission, and engaging
our community with SCNA via relevant
and responsible initiatives.

Garrett Jensen: As a new board
member, I would like to grow our mem-
bership with broader outreach, support
landscapers’ transition from gas-pow-
ered equipment to electric, add art-filled
public spaces, and increase communi-
ty awareness and partnerships to im-
prove road safety.

Nicole Kite: I am excited to become
more involved and connected with my
neighborhood through my service on
the SCNA board. I am eager to bring
my experience in development and
fundraising to expand and deepen our
community of support, in particular,
to grow our membership. I am excited
about the possibilities for connecting
our neighborhood residents more deeply
with Sierra 2’s unique artist community.

Garrett Jensen

on the board, including increasing
community engagement and commu-
nication, neighborhood beautification
and sustainability, economic develop-
ment, and supporting our local busi-
nesses. | am also especially interested
in increasing collaboration with our
schools and youth programs in our
neighborhood. I am hoping my service
on the board will help to continue to
build a strong, resilient and thriving
community that meets the needs of all
residents.

Michael Oates: First, I'd like to
thank SCNA members for their vote

Nicole Kite

Alex Moos

I hope my professional experience can at the board elections; I'll work hard to
support Danielle and her team as they support the Sierra 2 Center’s mission _
look ahead to the future and plan for and build community within the Curtis  planting, litter pick-ups and community =~ S4PPOrt the.plannedinelghbor.hood sur-
Sierra 2’s continued growth and success. ~ Park neighborhood. A few priorities vey and derive meaningful insights and
I'll focus on are connecting Curtis

Park with existing city programs that

Michael Oates Nicki Ruszczycky

gardens. These serve a good cause in our
neighborhood and provide an opportu-

Alex Moos: There are a few focus nity to volunteer and build connections Nicki Ruszczycky: I'm happy to help
areas that [ am eager to dive into while  are underutilized today, including tree with our neighbors. I'll also lean in to out in any way I can.

Kic a re + * Access to a U.S. board-certified doctor )

+ Convenience of phone, video or mobile app visits

Set up your account today so when you need care now,
a iCare+ doctor is just a call or click away

actions we can take tOgCthCl‘.

2025 S2 Community Events
Mad Hatter Tea Party -March 16
++ Speaker Series - March TBD
Easter Egg Hunt/Parade - April 19
Home & Garden Tour - April 26
Big Day of Giving - May 1

$45 for one time

$39 monthly
subscription

encounter fee

’ No '

Appointment

(includes unlimited dependents) Getti ng Sta rted
with iCare+

Curtis Fest - June 1
How iCare+ Virtual Care Works or Insurance Music in the Park -
o 9 9 Needed Last Sunday of June, July & August

7 days a week Sip, Savor & Support
8 am-8 pm Wine tasting event reimagined
EST October 5

\_Visit: myicareplus.com/pharmacies/TenAcresPharmacy -/ Pie & Pajamas - November 23

Giving Tuesday - December 2

ADVERTISE in Vzewpomt Membership Meeting - December 10

916 452-3005 x202 | kinsley@sierraz.org
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SCNA begins setting goals and priorities for 2025

he SCNA board is thrilled

to welcome seven new board
members who bring a wealth of skill,
talent and energy to the board. You can
learn more about them on pages 1 and
2. We are fortunate to have talented
individuals volunteering their time to
make Curtis Park a better community.

After dealing with years of disrup-
tion resulting from COVID-19 and
staff turnover, we anticipate a time to
solidify processes and rebuild neigh-
borhood offerings. Would the slogan
“Build back better” invite a hex? I hope
not.

The beginning of the year is the
traditional time for organizing, mak-
ing resolutions and setting goals. Your
board is engaged in just that. Here
are some endeavors considered for the
coming year:

Neighborhood

The recent dog park controversy
strained relationships among neighbors
and confidence in SCNA. Healing the
rift is a top objective. We need to be
especially responsive to the concerns
of our neighbors and provide ways for

JOHN
BAILEY

SCNA Board
President

neighbors to “rub shoulders” while
working together constructively toward
common goals. Additional priorities
include:

* A neighborhood survey to clearly
identify top community concerns is
coming your way.

* Strengthening our programming
with a vision to focus on young people
and families.

* Reimagining our historic wine
event to include mocktails to better
welcome non-drinkers.

* Improving the Senior Center; we
have added a new part-time coordi-
nator to help increase activities and
participation.

* Working on strategies to increase
SCNA membership; less than 10% of

our neighbors are members.

* Continuing to monitor traffic and
safety concerns and proposed ordinan-
ces.

* Finding ways to increase support for

Bret Harte and other local schools, the
quality of which affects neighborhoods.

Sierra 2 concerns

Our executive director has been
upgrading systems’ efficiency and
strengthening our customer service.
Systems to increase the efficiency of ac-
counting, payroll, membership, rental
bookings, cash receipts and payments
are in varying stages of implementa-
tion.

While half of our resident tenants
are non-profits, we could bring them
extra value and advance Sierra 2’s de-
sirability by better promoting oppor-
tunities for mutual benefit. We plan to
explore options.

We will continue to expand the
portfolio of classes in the Learnery
program and investigate other opportu-
nities to enhance Sierra 2 as a hub for
community engagement.

We are converting heating and
cooling systems to heat pumps. We

anticipate annual savings of approxi-
mately $23,000 and a payback period
of less than seven years. We also plan
to improve the landscaping in front of
Sierra 2.

We will explore grant opportunities
to broaden our impact and our revenue
stream for all aspects of Sierra 2.

Governance concerns

In 2024, we updated SCNA’s by-
laws, setting the stage for additional
governance work. We need to devise a
process to winnow the board size from
23 to 15 directors. An auxiliary docu-
ment to the bylaws detailing directors’
roles and responsibilities needs updat-
ing. A code of conduct and DEI policy
will be on the drawing board. The
process to update our strategic plan will
begin based on input from the neigh-
borhood survey.

Do you have concerns to add? If so,
please contact info@sierra2.org and
respond to the upcoming neighbor-
hood survey. The board will consider
and prioritize the initiatives above in
the coming weeks. In the meantime, we
wish everyone all the best in 2025.

EEEEEEEEEEXXXXXXXXXXXX

Board Notes

Board Welcomes New Members
President John Bailey opened the
meeting by welcoming newly seat-
ed board members Patrick Baxter,
Alex Moos, Andrew Meditz, Nicki
Ruszczycky, Michael Oates, Gar-
rett Jensen, Nicole Kite and Janet
Hesch. Board members were invited
to submit their committee preferenc-
es, and rosters will be finalized before
the Feb. 5 meeting. An upcoming
board orientation will cover SCNA
history, bylaws, board duties, finances
and a tour of the Sierra 2 buildings.

Board Elects 2025 Officers

A proposed slate of officers was
introduced: President John Bailey,
Vice President Kathy Les, Secretary
Matthew Royal, Treasurer Ryan
Marenger and At-Large Officer Lily
Harris. Nominations were opened
and aligned with the suggested slate.

The motion to approve the slate by
acclamation was made by Bill French
and seconded by Gerre Buehler.

The vote was unanimous in favor.
The board also voted unanimously to
continue meeting at 6:30 p.m. on the
first Wednesday of each month, both

in person and via Zoom.

Board Approves Phase 2 of Zero
Carbon Project

President Bailey presented updat-
ed projections for the second phase
of the heat pump conversion project,
which was first approved in Octo-
ber. Despite potential uncertainties
around federal grant funding, the
projected payback period remains
less than seven years. Concerns were
raised about a significant draw-
down on the Reserve for Replace-
ment Fund, and the possibility of
a neighborhood-based loan was
discussed. Bailey made a motion to
proceed with Phase 2 at a gross cost

of $216,000, offset by a $108,000
SMUD grant, which was seconded

by Buehler and carried unanimously.

Executive Committee Discusses
Letter from Community Member
The executive director and the
Executive Committee received a
letter from a neighbor requesting that
a convicted sex offender be barred
from using Sierra 2. Based on input
from law enforcement and SC-
NA’s insurance provider, the board
determined no action could be taken
at this time. The board entered an
executive session to discuss further
details; no additional action was

taken.

Implementing Digital Payments
Bailey shared that as SCNA’s
bookkeeping services are transition-
ing to a new provider and working
to close out December financials,
SCNA is implementing digital time-
card payment and systems, which

will improve the payment process for
staff and Learnery instructors.

Tapestry of Tastes Viewpoint
Event a Success

Kathy Les reported that the recent
Tapestry of Tastes event exceeded ex-
pectations, with about 150 attendees,
$14,000 in gross revenue, $5,000 in
expenses and a $9,000 profit.

Racial Justice Speaker Series
Continues

A new speaker series event is
planned for March in the 24th
Street Theatre. A nominal fee will
be charged to encourage attendance.
Additional speaker events are tenta-
tively planned for the fall.

Next Board Meeting
The next SCNA Board Meeting is
scheduled for 6:30 p.m. on Feb. 5.

— Submitted by Matthew Royal,
SCNA Secretary
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WHAT’S NEW AT SIERRA 2?

2025 is packed with fun at Sierra 2 Center

By Sierra 2 Staff

CNA/Sierra 2 Center is alive with activities in 2025!

The SCNA Board and S2 Staff proudly present
time-tested community favorites sprinkled with a few new
activities. Here is what is in store for you:

Mad Hatter Tea Party — March 16

Join us for a Mad Hatter Tea Party like no other — perfect
for the whole family!

From 1:30 to 4:30 p.m.,
sip on delicious teas and
enjoy an assortment of finger
sandwiches, yummy pastries
and other sweet treats straight
out of Wonderland. Dress up
in your finest Mad Hatter-in-
spired attire and get ready for
games and whimsical activities
— teacup bingo, rabbit/cornhole
and an opportunity to take your photo with Alice, the White
Rabbit and the Mad Hatter himself. Tickets: $35 for adults, $25
for children, free for kids 2 and under. Ticket family pack (two
adults and two children), $100. SCNA members receive $2 off
per ticket. An adult must accompany children. Tickets are limit-
ed to 40. Register now at secure.qgiv.com/for/madhatterteapar-
ty/event/madhatterteaparty/ and let the tea party madness begin!

Easter Egg Hunt/Parade — April 19

Curtis Park neighbors will be “egg-static” to participate in
this year’s Easter Egg Hunt and Parade, which are free to all
participants. Families will join neighbors as they hop down the
trail in their pajamas and Easter attire and take part in crafts
and the hunt. The day will include prizes and hugs from the
Easter Bunny. Advanced registration is strongly encouraged.

35th Annual Home & Garden Tour — April 26

Often referred to as the “happiest day in the neighbor-
hood,” this charming tour invites visitors to stroll from
home to home beneath the canopy of mature trees. In
Curtis Park, guests will be treated to live music, delicious of-
ferings from a variety of food trucks and self-guided walking
tours of beautiful residential properties.

Curtis Fest — June 1

This free outdoor festival in Curtis Park highlights art in
all its diverse forms. Featuring nearly 100 vendors showcas-
ing unique crafts, artwork and handmade goods, this vibrant
event attracts visitors from near and far. In addition to the
impressive array of vendors, Curtis Fest offers fun activities
for children, making it a wonderful experience for the entire
family.

Music in the Park — June 29, July 27, Aug. 31

This vibrant, free, family-friendly concert series brings the
Curtis Park community together for unforgettable summer
experiences. These events are the season’s highlight, drawing
neighbors to the park to picnic, dance and socialize. Various
food trucks featuring popular local vendors offer delicious
options at the event. This year, we are expanding our music
genres and introducing exciting new bands, creating a dynam-
ic atmosphere and a diverse musical experience for all ages.

Kids Musicin the Park — Sept. 7

This is a more family-friendly version of our traditional
Music in the Park series, specifically designed for families
with young children. This lively morning concert features
a talented local children’s music artist, offering a fun and
engaging experience for kids and parents alike.

Sip, Savor and Support — Oct. 5

This event promises to be an exciting reimagining of our
cherished wine-tasting event, a Curtis Park tradition that has
been around for more than two decades. This year, were in-
troducing new elements by expanding our offerings to include
a selection of fine wines, spirits, beer and creative mocktails.
Guests will also enjoy an array of appetizers from some of the
area’s top restaurants. We anticipate a fantastic turnout this
year with a history of drawing more than 500 attendees.

Pies & Pajamas — Nov. 23

Dessert for Breakfast — because life is too sweet! Join your
neighbors for a relaxing morning sampling a variety of pies
along with coffee, tea, cider and mimosas — in your paja-
mas. This fundraiser will include an opportunity to bring a
non-perishable food donation to the event for distribution
to a local food bank.

Angel Tree — Nov. 25

The Sierra 2 Center staff is proud to partner with the Sal-
vation Army to host the Angel Tree. The tree adorned with
tags will be ready on Nov. 25 in the entryway of the Sierra 2
Center. We continue to be inspired by the generous spirit of
our neighbors for this event.

Annual Membership Meeting — Dec.10

This annual celebration of dedicated community mem-
bers who support SCNA and Sierra 2 Center brings us
together to discuss the past year’s activities, review financial
reports, elect new leaders and vote on important initiatives.
We hope to see you there!

We continue to develop expanded programming in The
Learnery Art Lab, Sierra 2 Senior Center and 24th Street
Theatre. Your continued generous responses to our appeals —
$101 for 101 Years, The Big Day of Giving (May 1), Giving
Tuesday (Dec. 2) and your SCNA membership are greatly
appreciated and help fuel these programs.

Sign up for our online e-blasts (sierra2.org) and follow us
on Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn.

YOUR
NEIGHBOR

LARRY
EASTERLING

Broker
Associate

916 849-9431
easterling129

@gmail.com

DRE #01343891
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New Merryhill School opens

By Mindy Giles

I I appy parents brought their preschoolers

through the welcoming front doors of the
brand-new Merryhill School in Curtis Park for the
first time on Jan. 13.

Located at 2905 11th Avenue at the corner of
Franklin Boulevard, the private preschool offers
daycare and preschool education for children ages 6
weeks to 5 years. The completely renovated building
and surrounding property were formerly owned by the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Principal Celeyna Melendez and Enrollment
Director Jordan Smith noted that the school’s license
was approved on Jan. 8. “We're so excited to welcome
families in; we've been waiting for this.” So have many
families; more than 20 contracts were in process at
press time.

Their proprietary “Links to Learning” program is
prominently detailed on the wall of the spacious lobby
(complete with donuts, coffee and a tea bar), and their
“Links to Home” sends daily reports and photos on
the kiddos through email or mobile app.

An open house was held for Jan. 25, and private
tours can be arranged. The school is open from 7 a.m.
to 5:30 p.m., with before- and after-care designed for
working parents.

For more information, visit merryhillschool.com/ Merryhill Principal Celyna Melendez (1) and Enrollment Director Jordan Smith (r). Photos courtesy Merryhill School

preschools/sacramento/midtown/.

Classrooms are ready for new Merryhill students.

View from the outside of the newly opened Merryhill School.

Play area at the newly opened Merryhill School.

STEFFAN BROWN

REAL ESTATE
-

Buying or Selling... I am here to help.

steffan@steffanbrown.com

916 717-7217

2643 4th Ave., Sacramento

4 Bed/3 Bath
Discover this Stunning Vintage Tudor in Curtis Park

CORBIN CONSTRUCTION

916 899-4606

corbinemmett@yahoo.com

CSLB: 942801

With 45 years experience,
we specialize in older homes!

If you dream it, Emmett can build it!

Become an SCNA member

Check out sierra2.org




No experience necessary.
Tuesdays, 6-7 p.m. Studio 1
kristyoshiro.com/home

Intermediate Taiko Drumming
4-week class

Previous taiko experience required.
Tuesdays, 7-8:30 p.m. Studio 1
kristyoshiro.com/home

MARTIAL ARTS

Yi family Tai Chi/Qi Gong,

Shaolin Martial Arts
Tuesdays/Thursdays, 7-8 p.m. Studio 2
Saturdays, 10-11 a.m. Studio 2
lohan36@sbcglobal.net

Eagle Claw Kung Fu

Mondays, 6-7 p.m. Studio 2
Wednesdays, 6-7:15 p.m. Studio 2
Saturdays, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Studio 2
Sifu Mary Melliza: 916-802-3144

ADULT DANCE

Dancing with Heidi

Tuesdays, 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Children’s Ballet |, ages 6-9 (no experi-
ence required)

Wednesdays, 3-4:30 p.m.

Adult/Teen Basic Ballet (some experience
required)

Wednesdays, 6-8:30 p.m.

Adult/Teen Ballet from the Beginning (no
experience required)
dancingwithheidi@gmail.com

Wednesdays, 1-2 p.m., Studio 1
Rcarlson404@yahoo.com

Two Rivers Dance Center/

River City Taps
Mondays-Thursdays/Saturdays

Class schedules:
tworiversdancecenter.com and rivercity-
taps.com

FITNESS

Zumba with Pakko
Sundays, 10-11 a.m. Studio 3
pakko.zumba@yahoo.com

WW Studio Workshop
Thursdays/Fridays, 8:30 a.m. Room 10
Sat., 8:30 a.m. & 10 a.m. Room 10
800-374-9191, weightwatchers.com

Representing buyers and sellers of
interesting properties since 1999.

PALOMA BEGIN

— FINE OLD NEIGHBORHOOD ——

916.628.8561 | www.palomabegin.com
REALTOR® | DRE# 01254423

916-382-4825
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. . EVERYONE IS WELCOME
Questions? Please contact groups directly. Activities are free, except where noted. (Donations appreciated)
Room 12 « 916 455-6339. For more information: Sierra2.org.
MUSIC Dance for Parkinson’s LEISURE WRITING GROUPS
Beginning Taiko Drumming Free class. Sponsored by Pamela Sweets for the Sweet - Cookie My Story Project
4-week class Trokanski Dance Theater Decorating for Valentine’s Day 2nd Monday, 1-3 p.m. Room 12

Thursday, Feb. 13

10 a.m.- noon Room 12

Come and decorate a cookie for your
sweetheart — or just for fun!

Life History Writing
Wednesdays, 1-3 p.m. Room 12

CARDS & GAMES
Pinochle
Fridays, 1-3 p.m. Room 12

NEW: Monthly Luncheon - February
Theme: Super Soups for the
Superbowl

Thursday, Feb. 6

11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Room 12

We are bringing back monthly lun-
cheons! This month features “super
soups” from La Famiglia Catering in
honor of the Superbowl. Come join us
for good food and good fun!

Mahjong
Mondays, 10 a.m.-noon Room 12

Fun Bridge (contract)
Thursdays, 1-3 p.m. Room 12

_/ SENIOR WELLNESS \

PROGRAM
Punch cards $30/10 classes;
$45/5 classes or $10 drop-in
(purchase in the Sierra 2 office)

STRENGTH AND BALANCE
Tuesdays, 10-11 a.m. Studio 1

Book Club

2nd Monday, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Room 12

Feb. 10 - “The Heaven and Earth Gro-
cery Store” by James McBride

Nonfiction Book Club

3rd Thursday, 11 a.m.-noon

Room 12

Feb. 20 - “Sacramento: Indomitable
City” by Steven Avella

GENTLE YOGA
Tuesdays, 11 a.m.-noon Studio 1

Women'’s Friendship Group

Meet new friends and discover new
hobbies.

2nd and 4th Wednesdays,

11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Room 11

LINE DANCE CLASS
Tuesdays, 1-2 p.m. Studio 2

TAI CHI CHUAN
Wednesdays, 10-11 a.m. Studio 1

Open Art Studio

Bring in your art or craft project to work
on while socializing.

Fridays, noon-3 p.m. Room 11

Soap Refillery & Zero-Waste Shop

1828 29th St., Sacramento

pas Product & Event info at
R EE)LL RefilMadnessSacramento.com

Follow us @RefillMadness

Refill everyday
products
like laundry
detergent, dish Sacramento’s only cage-free daycare
liquid, hand and boarding facility
soap
Removing
single-use
plastics fI’Ol:n Daycare Grooming Boarding
our community .
since 2016 Call or visit us today!
916-446-2501 430 17th Street
Sacramento
info@gratefuldogdaycare.com

gratefuldogdaycare.com
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TO REGISTER FOR A CLASS
sierra2.org/thelearnery

Intro to Macrame

Saturday, Feb. 1

12-3 p.m.

$65 per class

Whether you’re a complete begin-

ner or have some experience, this
workshop is a delightful way to nurture
your creativity and leave with your own
handmade macrame plant hanger.
Utilizing hand-eye coordination and
mindfulness, everyone will complete

a functional and stylish plant hanger
for their favorite plant. All materials,
including cords and a small pot, are
provided.

Mixed Media Art Class with Larry
Ramos

Wednesdays, Feb. 5, 19

5:30-7:30 p.m.

$35 per class

Feb 5: Create silhouettes using multi-
ple media.

Feb 19: Create cubist images in mixed
media. Explore Picasso’s cubist tech-
nique to make art.

Watercolor Art Class with Larry
Ramos

Wednesdays, Feb 12, 26

5:30-7:30 p.m.

$35

Feb 12: Desert Plant/Textures. Focus
on dry brush techniques.

HELPING DREAMS COME TRUE IN THE SIERRA CURTIS NEIGHBORHOOD SINCE 1974

“For Fine Older Homes and

Feb 26: Hawaiian Landscape/Layer-
ing. Use layering techniques to create
depth in artwork.

ABSTRACT INTUITIVE PAINTING
WORKSHOP

Thursday, Feb. 6, Saturday, Feb. 22
10 a.m.-12 p.m.

$30

Optional paint kit: $25

Explore the wonderful world of art,
where the focus is not solely on the
result but the joy and fulfillment of the
creative process. This class welcomes
individuals from all levels of painting
expertise. Discover the power of
self-expression and the therapeutic
nature of painting. Under the guidance
of instructor Cara Gregor, the class will
cover composition, color theory and
the use of light and shadow to create
depth and dimension in your artwork.
The supplies list is on the Sierra 2
website.

Creative Tools Breakdown
Tuesday, Feb 11

6-8 p.m.

Techniques and tips for painting with
palette knives. This class com-
plements Cara’s Abstract Intuitive
Painting Class and helps us gather the
tools to let the creative process flow.
These tools help enrich your paintings

Contact Larry Easterling at leasterling@cookrealty.net

and make the creative process more
adventurous. Each class includes
instruction, guidance and time to
experiment.

Submit your creations
for Park Arts

Viewpoint wants to
feature your creative
work on its occasional
Park Arts page. Submit
short written pieces or
reproducible photos of
your creative work to
Dorsey.grifith@gmail.
com. Works should be
accompanied by the
creator’s name, email
address, phone number
and short bio. Submis-
sions will be curated and
run as space permits.

Quality Newer Homes”

4305 Freeport Blvd.

On-line Real Estate School

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

916 457-4907

COOK REALTY
can assist with
the purchase
or sale of any
property
across the
nation!

BUYING OR SELLING
916 451-6702

DRE # 00618471
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Burnt Tortillas
Feb. 15,1 p.m. & 5 p.m.

The Bishop Gallegos Story is a tribute to a man
who achieved so much despite his lliness. The play
is based on true events in the life of the most loved
and respected bishop, now up for sainthood. De-
spite being legally blind, he had the honor of being
the first Mexican-American auxiliary bishop in 130
years in California. The 1 p.m. show is in English,
and the 5 p.m. show in Spanish. Please join us.

Tickets: bit.ly/burnt-tortillas

Wonka Jr.
March 1-2

Based on the original book “Charlie and The Choc-
olate Factory” by Roald Dahl and featuring the
enchanting songs from the 1971 film, “Willy Wonka
Jr.” is the timeless story of the world-famous candy
man and his quest to find an heir.

Tickets are $15 and will be available online begin-
ning Feb. 2 at YoungActorsStage.com.

Kiki Morente & Carlos de Jacoba
March 7, 7 p.m.

The Flamenco Society is thrilled to announce the
performance of two artists from Spain, Kiki Morente
and Carlos de Jacoba. Kiki Morente is a gifted
flamenco singer, guitarist and composer; de
Jacoba’s music is a captivating fusion of tradition,
knowledge and a profound passion for the gypsy
sound infused with a modern twist, with fresh
energy and romantic flair.

Tickets: Ip.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/
zm68aar

Ten Acres

Pharmacy
2930 Freeport Blvd.

916-942-9575

tenacrespharmacy.com

VITAMINS &
SUPPLEMENTS,

HEARING TESTS,
VACCINATIONS
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LOCAL

MUSIC SCENE

Here’s your handy guide

THE SIDE DOOR

2900 Franklin Blvd.
thesidedoor.net e All shows 7 p.m.
Tickets: $25-$35. Advance tickets
available.

Friday, Feb. 7: Finnerty-Gordon
Project, CD release party cele-
brating the album recorded at the
Side Door! Joined again by sax-
ophonist Darius Babazadeh; they
create a magical blend of cool jazz
and hard bop

Saturday, Feb. 8: One Button
Suit, sweet, multi-vocal string
band with originals, bluegrass
standards and poignant song
choices from The Band and the
Beatles

Saturday, Feb. 15: MclLean, Jus-
tis & Barwick, poetic justice that
this folk/blues power trio is still
playing together, making music
since Woodstock had its 20-year
reunion

Friday, Feb. 21: Dave Nach-
manoff & The Usual Culprits,
Davis-based singer/guitarist/ra-
conteur (15 years with Al Stewart)
with his new folk-rock band
Friday, Feb. 28: Rob Ickes & Trey
Hensley, major national firepower
of the Americana, bluegrass and
roots music world from two leg-
ends on dobro and guitar
Saturday, March 1: The Town
Howlers + Delta Grass (support),
Golden-era torchbearers of trad
bluegrass quintet

OLD SOUL COFFEE
3434 Broadway Ave.
oldsoulco.com/cafes/40-acres-in-
oak-park

Sundays, 4-6 p.m. FREE.
“Sunday Jazz @ Old Soul” 40
Acres curated by noted guitarist
Ross Hammond. Different creative
groups every week in a warm
neighborhood setting

Feb. 2: Jon Raskin Trio

Feb. 9: Alan Ernst Quartet

Feb. 16: Roger Kunkel & Friends
Feb. 23: One-year Anniversary w/
Ross Hammond'’s Deep Water

THE GUILD THEATER
2828 35th St.
sthope.org/guild-theater-home
Feb. 20-23: Tutti Frutti: A Tribute
to Little Richard Concert, a
four-night stand celebrating the
real King of Rock and Rolll A
60-minute show featuring Dedrick
Weathersby as Little Richard.

Created by the same team behind
“Remembering James Brown.”
Focusing on his life and reign
from 1949-1957, the producers
say, “Poodle skirts, your best
version of the 50s and 60s attire,
are encouraged!”
sthope.org/community-event/tut-
ti-frutti-tribute-little-richard-con-
cert

2nd Wednesdays: “Amateur
Night @ The Guild” hosted by
Tristan Johnson, 7 p.m.

First Thursdays: “POHOP: Poet-
ry and Hip-Hop Night” hosted by
J. Nash & C West, 7 p.m.

TWO RIVERS CIDER CO.
4311 Attawa Ave.
tworiverscider.com/events
(Closed Monday-Thursday for the
winter season)

Open for great beverages and
good food, plus these free events:
Fridays: “L ocal Sounds” acoustic
showcase hosted by Four-Eyed
Whale, 6-9 p.m.

Saturdays: “Jazz Jam” 3-6:30
p.m. hosted Kent Lacin and
Friends

“Group Line Dancing,” 2-3 p.m.
(2nd & 4th Saturdays)

Sundays: Open Acoustic Jam, 1-4
p.m. (1st & 3rd Sundays)

Ukulele class with Gurukulele (Jim
Coats), 4-5 p.m.

SACTOWN MARDI
GRAS!

Two months of events around
town, including these local hap-
penings:

March 1: 11 am.-5 p.m.:
SacTown Mardi Gras parade

and parties on Broadway, floats,
bands, dancers, cars, mascots
and costumes.

10 a.m.-5 p.m.: 2110 Broadway,
parade VIP seating and reviewing
stands, food trucks, bar and beer
with specialty drinks, exhibits, live
music. Parade entries will stop
and perform at reviewing stands.
Noon-5 p.m.: McClatchy Park
Party, “Where the Parade Ends.”
Free admission, live music, food
court, bar and beer garden, Mardi
Gras marketplace, kids’ zone,
health and wellness fair and more.
More information: Sactownmardi-
gras.com

— Mindy Giles

Support live music! #SaveOurStages!
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Christian Baldini

Er-Gene Kahng Photos courtesy Camillia Symphony Orchestra

Camellia Symphony Orchestra
Makes “Revolutionary Leaps”

By Greg LaTiaille

« Revolutionary Leaps” is the title
of the Feb. 15 performance of
the Camellia Symphony Orchestra when
the audience will witness a rarely heard
live performance of Russian composer
Igor Stravinsky’s imaginative “Le Sacre du
printemps” or “The Rite of Spring.”

Led by conductor and musical director
Christian Baldini, the performance will
take place at the expansively remodeled
C.K. McClatchy Auditorium, 3066 Free-
port Blvd.

Written when Stravinsky was a virtual-
ly unknown young composer, a near riot
ensued when the orchestral concert work
for ballet premiered in Paris in 1913. The
work’s wild rhythms, swirling tumult of
jungle birds, mysterious musical pro-
nouncements of prehistoric wise elders
and glory of unrestrained sacrificial dance
will be expertly performed by the Camel-
lia Symphony.

The Revolutionary Leaps program also
includes music by Florence Price, the first
Black woman recognized as a symphonic
composer. Born Florence Smith in Arkan-
sas in 1887, at age 15 she enrolled in the
New England Conservatory of Music in
Boston. By 1912, she had met and mar-
ried lawyer Thomas J. Price and contin-
ued teaching in Arkansas. Price’s family
left the Jim Crow South in 1927 to settle
in Chicago, where she became part of the
Chicago Black Renaissance.

Price studied with distinguished com-
posers, including Carl Busch and Leo
Sowerby, as well as American Romantics
George Chadwick and Frederick Con-
verse. Price was both revolutionary and
conservative as she had an early 20th-cen-

tury Romantic style at a time when wom-
en in music were thought of exclusively
as performers. It was a time when Black
musicians were expected to perform only
ragtime, jazz and blues. Still, her music
often embraced black culture within a
lyrical, late-Romantic style.

The featured work by Price will be
“Violin Concerto No. 1.” The concert’s
soloist, Er-Gene Kahng, recorded it with
the Janacek Philharmonic in Ostrava in
the Czech Republic. The warm and ex-
pressive concerto is a substantial piece in
three movements.

For more information visit camellia-
symphony.org. For tickets call 800-838-
3006.
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PARK ARTS

“In the Pink” by Jill Estroff

Photos courtesy Jill Estroff “Cheer Me Up” by Jill Estroff

Local painter’s latest show at janeGallery

ill Estroff paints in her home studio on Sixth Av-

enue. Her artwork features bold brushwork and
vivid color in an expressionist style. Immersed in art
at work every day at the Crocker Art Museum from
1986 to 1993, Estroff also took art history and paint-
ing classes at Sacramento City College. In 2014, a
serious illness prompted Jill to rekindle her art studies,

OSCAR URIBE, CPA, MST
e Tax and Accounting Services

® Small to Midsize Business Focus

® Real Estate Industry Specialization

Contact us today
916-234-3994

www.uribecpa.com
Email: info@uribecpa.com

and she has been painting and exhibiting ever since.

Estroff’s artwork is shown in Northern California
galleries and private collections and has been featured
on numerous INSIDE Publication covers since 2014.
Since 2021, Estroff has served as the art curator at
PBS KVIE, overseeing the KVIE Gallery and curating
the annual PBS KVIE Art Auction.

Estroff is currently featured in a solo show of 30
paintings at janeGallery with a Second Saturday
reception from 5 to 8 p.m. on Feb. 8. Estroff also will
be featured in “All at Once” at Archival Gallery, Feb.
27-March 29, with a Second Saturday reception on
March 8. More information is at jillestroff.com and
@estroffjill on Instagram.

West Curtis FOAKS

STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANIES

STATE FARM

(aka 23rd St. Gang) @, | HOME OFFICE: BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS
' @D
We () VIEWPOINT! wonss ] KEN PERRY, Agent
2724 24th Street
Sacramento, CA 95818 (916) 452-6668

We specialize in insuring the older home.

ESKATON.

> 70 a for the
9 rest of us
at the Sacramento Yoga Center

Conveniently located in your
Sierra 2 Community Center

LAND PARK

Independent Senior Living
In the Heart of Land Park

916-460-3238
eskaton.org/elp

Equal Housing Opportunity

Visit sacramentoyogacenter.com

Contact us

(916) 996-5645 Stretch, Relax &

Calm the Mind
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Finding community in trying times with Tuesday dinners

By Nancy Parrish

A_ s post-election gloom was settling in last

ovember, I found myself looking for ways
to counter the existential dread many of my friends
and I were feeling about the disastrous outcome of the
election. I decided that one way to do that was to find
ways to create joy, build community and spend time
with the people I love. Tuesday dinner was born out
of that.

I lived most of my adult life in Washington, D.C.
and had a Tuesday dinner tradition there that was my
inspiration. It began pre-COVID as a weekly reality
TV-watching party with my 20-something kids and
their partners and friends. I had never been much of a
reality TV fan, but I loved luring the “kids” over with
the promise of a home-cooked meal and a big screen
in exchange for the time with them.

Opver the years, Tuesday dinner morphed into a
standing, weekly come-as-are-when-you-can dinner
(without the TV watching), where the kids and I
caught up and talked through life’s personal, profes-
sional and political ups and downs over dinner. The
food was casual, and conversations were both trivial
and deep. We discussed job challenges and changes,
budding romances, relationships that had run their
course, housing hunts and the joys and difficulties of
family. Some weeks, there were 10 or 12 people, and
other weeks, only one or two.

For this iteration, I settled on a monthly potluck
dinner on the first Tuesday of each month. I kept it on
the Tuesdays on purpose. It’s not a Friday or Satur-
day. It’s not a party, per se. It’s a casual weekday meal
meant to feel like a family dinner.

[ invited people from several of my circles of friends
with the intent of mixing worlds and facilitating a

space for us all to build new connections. My friends
are predominantly women, but I encouraged folks to
bring their partners (of any gender), grown children or
any friends or neighbors they thought would enjoy the
time together.

The inaugural Tuesday dinner in December hap-
pened to fall on my birthday, and I couldn’t have
asked for a better way to celebrate. I had a houseful of
friends with plates full of good food and glasses full of
great wine. January’s dinner brought a couple of new
faces, and it was magical to watch new connections
being made around the dinner table.

Tuesday dinner doesn’t change the big picture
reality of what we face as a country. But it does help
build connection and community in our little corner
of the world.

Nancy Parrish lives on Omaha Beach Avenue in
Crocker Village.

Get involved with the Shade Sacramento outreach project

By Daniel Pskowski

Trees for Sacramento is a group that works to

protect trees in the city for maximum canopy.
We are citizen advocates for the urban forest. The in-
formal grassroots organization was formed in 2015 in
response to the city’s plan to revise the tree ordinance

4 You have Photos. We have Solutions. )

Together we can preserve and
tell the story of your life.

Photo Organizing | Photo Memory Books

judybujold.com
photos@judybujold.com
916-747-9236

Digital Photo
Manager

\__Gather ¢ Preserve * Organize * Share )

ADULT BALLET

SATURDAY MORNINGS
BALLET/BASIC = BALLET 1

Jor information, please contact:
Richard@TwoRiversDanceCenter.com

location: Sierra 2 Center

two rivers dance center

HOME OF RIVER CITY TAPS

and the Sacramento Commons redevelopment of
downtown’s Capitol Towers Villa, which proposed re-
moving 190 mature trees. As housing became the city’s
number one priority, then City Manager Ray Kerridge
directed city staff to ensure development sites were
“shovel ready.” This meant clearing the site of all trees,
including city street trees. We organized to maintain
protections for the trees and prevent the city and infill
developers from removing them.

Trees for Sacramento advocates for sound pub-
lic policy to protect trees and requests that the City
Council keep trees a top priority to maintain commu-
nity quality of life and public health. When proposed
tree removal for development or on residential prop-
erties is unjustified and harms the canopy, Trees for
Sacramento files an appeal.

Shade Sacramento is a Trees for Sacramento out-
reach project to improve tree canopy protection in
the city. As the City Council prepares to adopt the
Sacramento Urban Forest plan, we focus on how the
city delivers on the plan’s promises. Over the years,
we have identified several flaws and gaps in the city’s
urban forest management. An informed and active

New Home Building Supply

Family owned & operated since 1949

Competitive pricing

Variety of deck materials

Helpful and knowledgeable crew
We have all the hard-to-find sidings
Quality lumber for any size project

916 455-3057
5310 Franklin Blvd. | Sacramento

HOURS:
M-F 6am-5pm | Sat 7am-3:30pm | Closed Sundays

community voice is needed to improve the city’s per-
formance.

City policies, drought and the 2023 winter storms
have significantly reduced Sacramento’s tree canopy
and shaded areas. The American Lung Association
2024 State of the Air Report ranked Sacramento 7th
worst in the nation for air quality based on ozone
levels and year-round particle pollution. It ranked 9th
worst in its levels of short-term particle pollution.

Sacramento needs a strong urban forest plan and
tree ordinance. The Urban Forestry section should
report directly to the city manager’s office. Tree canopy
goals outlined in the 2040 General Plan and the Cli-
mate Action & Adaptation Plan should be monitored,
and an annual report should be drafted for the City
Council.

You can help by signing our petition at tinyurl.
com/ShadeSac and by joining our email list at
treesdsacto@gmail.com. Check out our Facebook page
at facebook.com/trees4sacto/.

Dan Pskowski is a retired Sacramento City arborist
and urban forester. He is an ISA-certied arborist. Ques-
tions? danielpskowski@gmail.com

TAP DANCE CLASSES FOR ADULTS
BEGINNING TO ADVANCED CLASSES

mornings « evenings « saturdays

INTRODUCTION TO TAP

inquire about our upcoming ‘intro’ series

for information, please contact:

richard@rivercitytaps.com
location: sierra 2 center

RIVER CITY TAPS
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Book release party at Sierra 2 launches local
author’s latest true crime novel

By Patti Roberts

Anne Da Vigo has always been curious about
people, places, issues and events, fueling her
careers as a newspaper reporter, media specialist for
the state and now crime novel writer.

The former journalist bases her crime books on
real-life events, some of which Da Vigo was familiar
with while covering crime and courts. Her most recent
novel is based on a crime that occurred during her
childhood in Denver.

“Night Flight” will be celebrated at Da Vigo’s book
launch party from 2-4 p.m. on Feb. 8 at Sierra 2
Center for the Arts, where Da Vigo will welcome fans,
friends, family and her Curtis Park neighbors.

The novel relates the story of the 1955 bombing
of a United Airlines flight in Denver, which Da Vigo
remembers as a young teen.

“It stuck with me for a long time, being 13 years
old when it happened,” she said. “While researching
the event, I realized I knew some people involved,
including a neighbor who testified in court and the
bomber’s family, who went to my same church. It’s a
novel with facts as background.”

Da Vigo used her journalism experience to research
her two previous books, “Thread of Gold” and “Ba-
kersfield Boys Club.” Her newspaper job brought her
to Sacramento.

“I was a reporter for the Sacramento Union for seven
years,” she said. “I have a history here in Curtis Park,
first moving to Third Avenue in the 1980s and, after
a few job changes, I returned to the neighborhood to
reside on Ninth Avenue with my husband, Anthony.”

Da Vigo said the neighborhood is a great place for
a writer.

“Daily walks that allow me to think about my
story, and I run into friendly neighbors to chat up and
see beautiful vintage homes that may inspire a story,”
she said, noting her Sixth Avenue house celebrates its
100th birthday in February.

Da Vigo is known for encouraging people to write,
knowing that everyone has a story to tell.

“I love to tell stories and encourage others to tell
their stories, she said. “I write for at least 20 minutes a
day, then go for my daily walk in the neighborhood.”
Da Vigo continues to write — working on her fourth
novel and participating in writing groups. She’s

Real Fruit Freeze « 50-50's
Soups & Sandwiches « Ice Cream Cakes & Pies
2801 Franklin Blvd. | 916 457-6646
www.gunthersicecream.com | Open Daily
Flavor of the Month in February:
BLACK RASPBERRY OREO!

Anne Da Vigo Photo by Joan Cusick

launching “Night Flight” through interviews, book-
store events, book clubs and writing-group gatherings.

Next month, Da Vigo will speak at the Crime
Writers Conference in Denver and attend the 70th
anniversary of the tragedy, where relatives of the 44
people killed on the United Airlines flight will gather
in remembrance at the old Airport Control Tower in
Stapleton Airfield. The 1955 bombing was the first
confirmed case of sabotage against a U.S. commercial
airliner; the perpetrator put the bomb in his mother’s
suitcase in an attempt to collect on her life insurance.

“It’s been my honor to tell the story of a tragedy
that most have forgotten,” said Da Vigo.

A sweet little kitchen
boutique in Land Park

2665 Riverside Blvd
kitchentablesac.com

Jack, Lauren, Colette and Jack Avery Foster

Eighth Avenue
family welcomes
new baby boy

By Dorsey Griffith

Photo courtesy of the Fosters

olette Foster has a new baby brother. The
20-month-old has been covering the 4-month-

old baby with kisses since Jack Avery came into the world
on Sept. 18 — a healthy 8.7 pounds and 22 inches.

Parents Jack and Lauren Foster of Eighth Avenue
describe their growing household as “chaotic but fun.”
Colette is a busy toddler who loves to push her doll in
her mini stroller, play with her train set, serve “tea” to
guests and name every loved one in family photos. And
she kisses her baby brother every chance she gets.

“It’s going to be great when they are older and can
play together,” said Jack. “She calls him ‘Brother.”

Lauren returned to remote work in late January, and
the couple devised a complex but convenient childcare
system that keeps both parents close at hand. Lauren
works in a home office in her mother’s house in the Pock-
et neighborhood; her mother cares for the baby during
the day. A nanny takes care of Colette at the Fosters’
home where her father Jack works from his home office.

The couple is thrilled to have a nanny who networks
with other nannies in the neighborhood. The group
meets at various parks in the neighborhood, where Co-
lette plays with other children daily.

Quipped Lauren: “She knows more people than we do.”

Tell us about your home’s 100th birthday

Is your Curtis Park home having a centen-
nial birthday in 20252 How will you cele-
brate? Viewpoint wants to hear about and share
your plans for your home’s 100th year. Please
send a note with details to Viewpoint Editor
Dorsey Griffith at Dorsey.grifith@gmail.com.
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Moving forward in the aftermath of a violent incident at school

LAUREN

(GOTHARD
and

LINDSEY
SIN

n Monday afternoon, Dec. 16, Bret Harte

Elementary issued a message to parents
and families about a student-on-student incident:
“We want to make you aware of an urgent safety
situation at Bret Harte today. A student attacked
another student in the classroom. The parents
of the students involved are aware, and all oth-
er students are safe. Law enforcement is on the
scene. We will keep you updated on the situation.”
Additional information was not provided. News
coverage began as soon as parents received the
school’s message but with a more disturbing detail:
a student had been stabbed with a knife.

Parents arrived to pick up their students early as
news of the incident spread. Television crews and
law enforcement were visible on campus during
student pick-up; even the children wondered what
had happened, unaware of the details. Only days
before school let out for winter break and four
days before the annual Winter Concert, the attack
and subsequent news coverage shocked the school
community and neighborhood. What happened in
that classroom? Were the kids okay? And what was
needed to move forward?

In the days that followed, more information
came to light. In Michael Rule’s 5th/6th grade
combined classroom, students were preparing to
head to lunch under the supervision of a substitute
teacher. At the time of the incident, Rule was in
the school office working as “Teacher in Charge”
while the principal was off campus. A student took
out a small knife hidden in their backpack and
stabbed another student in the shoulder. Anoth-
er student sitting nearby went for help from the
teacher next door. It was over in minutes, and there
was no additional threat. Only a few children sit-
ting nearby saw the scene unfold. Importantly, the
victim’s physical injury was minor. The student’s
emotional state remained unknown; he did not
return to school until after winter break.

“We'’re confident the incident at Bret Harte was
an isolated one,” Sacramento City Unified School
District Chief Communications Officer Brian
Heap said in an email.

Though these kinds of incidents are uncommon,
especially at the elementary level, the district has
an Office of School Safety that reviews all incidents
to determine if additional safety measures are nec-
essary. According to Heap, the district also relies
heavily on parents and students to keep weapons
out of the classroom and encourages students to
say something if they see something.

That explanation could mean that students are
partly responsible for policing each other’s behavior
leading up to an incident. In the case of the Bret
Harte attack, that approach failed and led to a stu-

Bret Harte families work to prepare the school garden for spring planting on a sunny January morning, a month after a violent incident stunned

the community.

dent injury. Several students reported being aware
of the perpetrator’s plans; they either didn’t believe
the student or dismissed the threat altogether,
which is understandable behavior for 10- and
11-year-olds. The two students had had previous
disagreements with each other, and both were de-
scribed as having demonstrated bullying behavior.
Alternatively, both were well-known to their peers
and school staff, and described as generally nice
kids. This means the incident is complicated and
not easily explained in a newspaper headline.

In the aftermath of this event, some things are
clear. Families have been largely on their own
to explain what happened to their children.The
school and district have not followed up, other
than a message from the principal the day after the
incident.

Rule’s students confirmed that a counselor is
present in the classroom three days a week, which
is positive. The counselor, provided by the district,
is working with students to rebuild class culture,
address concerns they may have and talk about
what a safe classroom looks, feels and sounds like.
Counselors also have been onsite and available
since the incident. However, the lackluster corre-
spondence with families is disappointing, given
the school and district’s heavy emphasis on school
safety and student well-being in the School Ac-
countability Report Card and the 2024-25 Local
Control and Accountability Plan.

Most days, Bret Harte students come home

Photo by Lauren Gothard

with wonderful stories of friendship and support
for one another, surrounded by caring teachers
and staff. Social/emotional learning opportunities
exist through the school’s music, garden and art
programs. The school also has used non-profit
programs like NorCal Arts to bring social/emo-
tional learning to its classrooms. Bret Harte’s
School Accountability Report Card states that
the school has “implemented a time away in each
classroom to address students who need a quiet
space and tools to use in the classroom to address
dis-regulation.” This strategy is to give students a
safe space to regulate and control their emotions
without having to leave the classroom and miss
instruction.

Three days after the incident, the school com-
munity packed the multipurpose room for its
annual Winter Concert. Students performed hol-
iday songs, punctuated by solos on the piano and
recorder. Though there was tension in the room as
families wrestled with what had taken place days
before, the evening was a testament to the heart
and soul of Bret Harte: a small and connected
community of people coming together to celebrate
their children’s accomplishments.

The school administration knows that how
it operates moving forward will determine how
quickly Bret Harte can rebuild its reputation that
so many have been working tirelessly to improve.
The school is often referred to as a gem, the hope
is that the neighborhood can see its beauty too.




