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By Kathy Les and Kent Anderson

Each year on the �rst �urs-
day in May, more than 

30,000 individuals across the 
Sacramento region help support 
hundreds of nonpro�ts with crucial 
donations. �is year, the annual 
Big Day of Giving (BDOG) is May 
2.

SCNA is among the organiza-
tions that depend on contributions 
from our community of donors. 
BDOG made all the di�erence 
during the COVID years when 
Sierra 2 Center was forced to close 
and faced a signi�cant decline in 
revenues for three years running.

 �is year, community par-
ticipation will help continue the 
traditions and programs that the 
Curtis Park community relies on 
and appreciates. SCNA is seek-
ing donations for three primary 
components of our organization: 
the Senior Center, Viewpoint and 
general support for the Sierra 2 
Center facility.

For more than 20 years, the Se-
nior Center at Sierra 2 has o�ered 
free and low-cost programs to area 
seniors. Donations this year will 
help cover the costs of program-
ming, sta� and resources to 

By Jim Miller

Curtis Park voters largely aligned with 
local and statewide trends in high-pro-

�le contests on the March 5 ballot, prelimi-
nary precinct results showed.

As of March 22, county elections o�-
cials continued to process a small number of 
remaining ballots. Results are scheduled to be 
certi�ed by April 12.

Dr. Flojaune “Flo” Cofer led the mayoral 
�eld, with Assemblyman Kevin McCarty in 
second. Former state Sen. Richard Pan and 
former City Councilman Steve Hansen placed 
a close third and fourth, respectively, but both 
have conceded the race.

Cofer was the top vote-getter in every 
Curtis Park-area precinct, ahead of either 
Hansen or McCarty, who has represented the 
neighborhood in the California State Assem-

bly since 2014.
No candidate approached the 50 percent 

threshold to win the mayoral election outright. 
�e top-two �nishers will face o� in the fall.

In the race to succeed McCarty in the 6th 
Assembly District, state prosecutor Maggy Krell, 
a Democrat, is the top vote-getter district-wide.

Curtis Park voters had mixed preferences 
for the seat.

Neighborhood resident Rosanna Herber, a 
Democrat and member of the SMUD Board 
of Directors, led in some Curtis Park precincts. 
Krell polled more strongly in the neighbor-
hood’s western and southern areas. 

Paula Villescaz, a Democrat and member 
of the San Juan Uni�ed School District Board 
of Education, narrowly led in the precinct that 
includes Curtis Park’s northern end.

Corrections
In the March edition of Viewpoint, the front-page story about the mayoral 

forum erred in its description of candidate Flojaune Cofer.  If elected, Dr. 
Cofer would be the �rst female Black mayor of Sacramento. Also, the front-
page Afghan refugee story omitted the byline. �e author was Andrea Rosen. 
We regret the errors.

SCNA seeks donations 
May 2 for Big Day of Giving
Goal is set for $50,000

See Giving, Page 4

Curtis Park voter turnout strong in 
local, state and national contests

See Voter, Page 5

By Lori Harder

Several neighbors are preparing 
for the annual Home & Garden 

Tour, an important fundraising event 
set for 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
April 27. �e tour o�ers a diversity of 
architectural styles and decor, including 
a fun “tiki hut” garage conversion.

Long-time Curtis Park neighbors 
who moved to Crocker Village are 
opening their new home to tourgo-
ers, bridging the two neighborhoods. 
Interesting front yard landscapes and 
a 1960s Field & Stream vintage trailer 
round out the sights along a two-mile 
loop. Bicycle racks will be provided at 
each location for those who opt to cycle 
the route. Watch for plein air artists at 
work along the way.

�e homes on tour this year re�ect 

a variety of residences that characterize 
Curtis Park, built in the era the historic 
neighborhood was established.

An early 20th-century bungalow 
illustrates the Arts and Crafts move-
ment, using wood, handmade tiles, 
carved rafter tails and an abundance of 
windows to connect with nature. �e 
post-WWI era brought the romance of 
faraway places that returning soldiers 
experienced, with revivals of old archi-
tectural styles.

One Tudor Revival home, owned 
by a family with generations of artists, 
perfectly displays the multiple types of 
media that can de�ne art and includes a 
mosaic glass studio and a woodworking 
shop.

Another Tudor Revival that has 

34th Home and Garden Tour set for Saturday, April 27

Arts and Crafts-era bungalow with a second story surrounded by trees featured on tour April 27.
Photo by Rudy CalpoSee Tour, Page 5
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Real Fruit Freeze • 50-50’s
Soups & Sandwiches • Ice Cream Cakes & Pies

2801 Franklin Blvd. | 916 457–6646
www.gunthersicecream.com | Open Daily

Flavor of the Month in April: 
BUTTERSCOTCH MALLOW!

A sweet little kitchen
boutique in Land Park
2665 Riverside Blvd
kitchentablesac.com 

Soap Re� llery & Zero-Waste Shop

Re� ll everyday 
products 

like laundry 
detergent, dish 

liquid, hand 
soap

Removing 
single-use 

plastics from 
our community 

since 2016

Product & Event info at 
Re� llMadnessSacramento.com
Follow us @Re� llMadness

By John Bailey

Here’s a look at how SCNA and Sierra 2 survived 
COVID-19 over the last � ve � scal years. 

� e table that follows lists SCNA revenues and expens-
es from � scal years 2019-2023. A few notes and highlights:

Sierra 2 rental revenue typically accounts for about 80% 
of SCNA’s total revenue. It declined once the lockdown 
began in 2020, hit rock bottom during 2021 and has since 
rebounded. In 2021, rental revenue fell to only 25% of the 
2019 total.

Note the increase in Dues, Donations and Fundraising 
Proceeds in 2023 as compared to 2019. � e community 
stepped up to support SCNA and Sierra 2. 

Former executive director Terri Shettle did a great job of 
controlling expenses and secured $200,000 in Payroll Pro-
tection Program funds and over $50,000 in other grants. 

Our most recent year of 2023 was nearly back to nor-
mal but for the e� ects of in� ation.

Components of 2023 “Other Expenses” include: 
utilities, repairs and other occupancy expenses; infor-
mation technology, telecommunications and credit card 
fees; printing and professional fees (most, but not all, for 
Viewpoint printing); accounting; class instruction fees and 
insurance.

During COVID, SCNA couldn’t make deposits into 
the investment portfolio for funding long-term build-
ing maintenance, but costs to repair and replace major 
building components increased to over $110,000 per year. 
� e portfolio balance now barely covers three years’ worth 
of such costs and needs to be strengthened to � ve years’ 
worth. � e board is working to repair the shortfall. 

A look back at SCNA � nances

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Sierra 2 Room  $713,442 $583,238  $181,001 $532,216   $715,774  
Rentals
  Dues, Donations and $113,496 $171,171 $144,992  $150,520    $130,719 
Fundraising Proceeds
  
Payroll Protection  $93,190 $106,572  
Program

Other $74,185 $67,337 $60,840  $36,590 $72,339  

Total Revenue $901,123 $821,746 $480,023 $825,898 $918,832
      

Personnel Expenses $494,153 $463,697 $262,381 $371,344 $438,103  

Depreciation $89,701 $112,040 $81,190 $64,047 $66,726  

Other Expenses $355,161 $349,206 $220,325 $309,189 $382,909  

Total Expenses $939,015 $924,943 $563,896 $744,580 $887,738  
      

Net from Operations ($37,892) ($103,197) ($83,873) $81,318 $31,094  

Investment Gain (loss) $22,579 $12,661 $65,248 ($57,967) $15,324  

Net Surplus (loss) ($15,313) ($90,536) ($18,625) $23,351 $46,418

SCNA Historical Performance - Surviving the COVID Years
Fiscal Year ending:

yardsale
Curtis ParkMay 18, 2024Saturday

Save the Date!

Upcoming SCNA Events
Egg Hunt: Saturday, March 30, 9:30 a.m.-11 a.m.

Home Tour: Saturday, April 26, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Big Day of Giving: Thursday, May 2, 24 hours

Yard Sale: Saturday, May 18, 8 a.m.-noon 

Curtis Fest: Sunday, June 2, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Music in the Park:  Last Sundays, June 30, July 28 
and Aug. 25 from 6-8 p.m.

Fall Fundraiser: Sat. Oct. 5, 4-7 p.m.

Angel Tree: Early November to mid-December

SCNA Membership Meeting: November or Decem-
ber (TBD)
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No Color

In like a lion, out like a lamb. Folklore and super-
stition around weather based on ancestral beliefs 

abound, but in the case of Sierra 2, the beginning of 
March certainly lived up to its feline reputation. Be-
tween � ying roof tiles and falling trees, rogue raccoons 
and window repairs, life at Sierra 2 Center is far from 
boring.

Each year around this time, the SCNA Board, led 
by the Facilities Committee, and in partnership with 
the executive director, starts to develop the organi-
zation’s budget for the upcoming � scal year. A key 
component of this important � nancial process is the 
Capital Projects budget; each year, the majority of 
the SCNA facilities budget goes toward the frequent 
repairs and improvements of the Sierra 2 Center, the 
heart and soul of our Curtis Park community. 

What many people don’t realize is the amount of 
work, coordination and e� ort that goes into maintain-
ing and improving such a large and historic facility. 
Ensuring that the facility remains in tip-top shape 

requires a whole array of sta� , volunteers and partners 
who help to maintain and improve the facility daily, 
even as it is being used by thousands of visitors each 
year. Beyond cleaning and normal maintenance, the 
facility often requires work on doors and windows, 
updates to internal systems such as heating and air 
conditioning, and even major work on the grounds, 

such as the removal of the very large and very old oak 
tree that recently fell near the front entrance of the 
main building. 

Sierra 2 sta�  and the SCNA board work in close 
collaboration with the City of Sacramento to contin-
ually improve the buildings and grounds and plan for 
the future. 

One exciting upcoming improvement is the “Zero 
Carbon Project,” through which SCNA hopes to 
eliminate the use of gas throughout the facility and 
modernize several internal electrical systems to help 
conserve energy, a goal of both the City of Sacramen-
to and the SCNA. � is is just one fantastic example 
among many of how the association is taking the lead 
on important initiatives and continuing to provide a 
wonderful place for the community to gather, learn, 
recreate and socialize. And, with Big Day of Giving 
right around the corner on May 2, this is a great time 
to donate and help support SCNA and our center-
piece, Sierra 2.

Sierra 2 weathers the storms but maintenance projects persist

Kent
Anderson

Sierra 2 
Executive 

Director

Board to Adopt Code of Ethics
� e board is considering adopting a code of 

ethics policy. John Bailey introduced a proposed 
code for review. Matthew Royal suggested some 
modi� cations and the board agreed to table ap-
proval of the policy until recommended revisions 
are discussed. � e board hopes to incorporate 
those revisions and approve the policy at its next 
meeting.

Downed Tree SCNA Responsibility
Kent Anderson reported that after much back 

and forth with the city about the tree that fell 
over in front of Sierra 2, the city determined it 
would be SCNA’s responsibility to remove it, in-
cluding the costs associated with its removal. � e 
board discussed di� erent options for the tree’s 
removal including companies that might be able 
to resell the wood.

Board Agrees to Increase Savings
As activities at the Sierra 2 Center pick up 

after the COVID pandemic, revenues are in-
creasing. � e board voted unanimously to add 
$10,000 a month to its reserve for the replace-
ment fund for February through June of 2024 
(the end of the current � scal year). � is will begin 
to replenish the reserve for funds used during 
the pandemic. � e board hopes to continue this 
funding into the future to boost the reserve. 

Board Developing Uni� ed Marketing 
Calendar

The Development Committee is working 
on a proposal to create an internal market-
ing calendar that will capture all events the 
board plans each year in one place. Working 
with Sierra 2 staff, the committee will use the 
calendar to ensure marketing deadlines are 
not missed and to determine the optimal time 

to promote events on social media and other 
sources.

Neighborhoods Discuss Tra�  c Issues
Noah Bench discussed the Land Park traffic 

event he recently attended at which organizers 
discussed adopting tactical urbanism – pro-
totyping ways of diverting and slowing traffic 
through temporary measures like hay bales or 
traffic circles – to decrease injuries and fatali-
ties. According to event organizers, Sacramen-
to has the state’s highest traffic-fatality rate. 
Organizers are looking for support from other 
organizations and associations in the city. An-
drea Rosen suggested that Bench discuss with 
the organization an immediate fix at 21st and 
X streets where a neighbor was recently killed 
in a traffic-related accident while riding her 
bicycle.

– Submitted by Lily Harris

Board Notes

INTRODUCTION TO TAP

TAP DANCE CLASSES FOR ADULTS

richard@rivercitytaps.com  
location: sierra 2 center

mornings n evenings n saturdays
BEGINNING TO ADVANCED CLASSES

RIVER CITY TAPS

inquire about our upcoming ‘intro’ series

for information, please contact:

two rivers dance center
H O M E  O F  R I V E R  C I T Y  T A P S

ADULT BALLET

location: Sierra 2 Center
Richard@TwoRiversDanceCenter.com

for information, please contact:

SATURDAY MORNINGS

BALLET/BASIC n BALLET 1

New Home Building Supply
Family owned & operated since 1949

Competitive pricing
Variety of deck materials 
Helpful and knowledgeable crew
We have all the hard-to-�nd sidings
Quality lumber for any size project

916 455-3057
5310 Franklin Blvd. | Sacramento

HOURS:
M-F 6am-5pm | Sat 7am-3:30pm | Closed Sundays
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By Dan Murphy

The Northern mockingbird puts 
the song in the term “songbird.” 

Both genders sing, sometimes even at 
night, particularly around the full moon. 
Males often can be seen in treetops 
singing conspicuously and persistently. 
�ey begin to sing quietly a month or 
so after they’re born. Male mockingbirds 
sing more frequently than females and 
often have more than 150 distinct song 
patterns that change over time. Indeed, 
their spring and fall song repertoires have 
very little overlap. Songs are acquired 
through imitating other birds, sounds of 
non-avian species and even mechanical 
sounds in the environment.

It appears that the male’s song attracts 
and stimulates females; they even sing 
while mating. Males that sing with the 
greatest versatility and variation are the 
�rst to attract mates and begin nest-
ing. Northern mockingbirds typically pair 
monogamously. �ey produce up to four 
broods each season. Both genders feed 
nestlings, but only females develop bare 
patches on their chests that can warm 
their eggs, and they do the great majority 
of brooding.

Mockingbirds eat a wide variety of in-
sects and even earthworms. Occasionally 
they eat small lizards and �owers. Fruit is 
important in the fall and winter through-
out their range. �e birds are found in 
suburban and urban habitats such as 
gardens and cemeteries, favoring open 

areas with access to shrubs or hedges for 
cover and nesting.

Mockingbirds are year-round residents 
throughout most of their range, which 
includes all of the United States except 
Alaska, a few areas along the Canadian 
border and the northern half of Mexico. 
�at range has expanded northward, 
including along the west coast. In Cali-
fornia, mockingbirds were originally re-
stricted to southeastern parts of the state, 
but by the 1970s were common in most 
counties statewide. �is range expansion 
is mostly due to changes in habitat caused 
by human land use, but a contributing 
factor is that people stopped capturing 
mockingbirds for the pet trade and killing 
them as agricultural pests. �ey are partly 
migratory in the northern reaches of their 
range in winter.  

Mockingbirds are highly territorial. 
Both mates vigorously drive o� intruders 
of their own gender. Based on capture 
histories, the estimated annual survivor-
ship of adults is about 30%. Mocking-
birds can live up to 20 years.

Color
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 Northern mockingbird Photos by: Dan Murphy

The Northern mockingbird is a true composer 
and crooner

Birds in Curtis Park

Happy Lemon, a boba shop 
in Crocker Village, is open again 
after closing abruptly and brie�y in 
March after Sacramento County 
cited the establishment with nine 
violations. According to a story in 
�e Sacramento Bee, Happy Lemon 
had no hot water in any of its sinks, 
had “dried residue” on a shelf in the 
preparation area and dusty particles 
on vent covers on the ice machine. 
Part of a chain that originated in 
Taiwan, Happy Lemon corrected 
the violations and passed a subse-
quent inspection. E�orts to reach a 
manager or corporate spokesperson 
were unsuccessful.

– Viewpoint sta�

Happy Lemon 
open again continue health and wellness programs, 

craft gatherings and the opportunity 
for local seniors to meet and socialize 
together.

�e Viewpoint newspaper is one of 
a kind among neighborhoods in Sac-
ramento. For nearly 40 years, a �eet of 
over 90 volunteers including writers, 
editors and distributors get the newspa-
per to your doorstep monthly. Viewpoint
provides the neighborhood with valuable 
information about our events, programs 
at Sierra 2 and news about residents in 
the neighborhood.

�is access to news, activities and 
events builds a sense of community. We 
keep advertising costs a�ordable so local 
businesses can promote themselves, but 
rising costs of printing require us to raise 

more money to keep Viewpoint coming 
to your doorstep.

�e old school building in which the 
Sierra 2 Center for the Arts and Com-
munity is housed turned 100 years old 
last year. �e cost and care of an aging 
building add up. Not a week goes by that 
some repair or another is necessary. Your 
contributions through BDOG will help 
fund necessary repairs and upgrades to 
the building.

We’ve set a goal of raising $50,000 
this year. No donation is too small or too 
large. Watch for more details on BDOG 
at sierra2.org. 

Giving
Continued from page 1

ADVERTISE in 
Viewpoint

Curtis Park news since 1979

Contact Stacy Gray 
916 452-3005 x200
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retained its historic exterior features a thoroughly 
modern interior of art and furnishings.

A Spanish Revival home with arched ceilings and 
lighted niches captures the Romantic era, and the 
owners have followed the cues of the architecture to 
aim for an authentic experience.

� e “tiki hut” that now � lls an original 1920s 
garage is full of fun and references to adventures 
overseas.

Classic Model A automobiles once again will pa-
rade our streets and tourgoers can picnic at the north 
end of Curtis Park while listening to live music by 
Midtown Jazz. Food trucks, picnic tables and chairs 
will be provided, as well as restroom and handwashing 
facilities.

If you are not an SCNA member, a tour ticket 
discount is a great reason to join. Tickets can be 
purchased in advance online at Sierra2.org, or at 
the Sierra 2 Center. Advance tickets are $25 ($20 
for SCNA members), and day-of-tour tickets are 
$30 ($25 for SCNA members). On the day of the 
tour, tickets can be purchased at the north end of 
Curtis Park at 26th Street and Donner Way. Do-

cents and volunteers are asked to purchase their 
discount tickets in advance at the Sierra 2 Center, 

call Sierra 2, or purchase on tour day.
See SCNA’s website and social media for updates.

Color

Leading candidates in Curtis Park-
area precincts

Results as of March 22, 2024

Share of total vote (%)   

Assembly District 6 Curtis Park- Districtwide
area precincts

Maggy Krell (D) 25.2 25.1
Rosanna Herber (D) 21.5 9
Paula Villescaz (D) 16.8 13.3
Carlos Marquez III (D) 9.4 9
Sean Frame (D) 4.2 6.8
Other candidates 22.9 36.8 
   
Sacramento Mayor Curtis Park- Citywide 

area precincts
Flojaune “Flo” Cofer 38.1 28.3
Kevin McCarty 23.9 21.8
Steve Hansen 21 21.2
Richard Pan 14.4 21.6
Other candidates 2.6 7.1 
   
U.S. Senate Curtis Park- Statewide

area precincts 
Rep. Adam Schiff (D) 40.4 31.6
Rep. Katie Porter (D) 25.8 15.3
Rep. Barbara Lee (D) 19.3 9.8
Steve Garvey (R ) 9.9 31.5
Eric Early ( R) 0.7 3.3
Other candidates 3.9 8.5
   
Proposition 1 Curtis Park- Statewide

area precincts 
Yes 65.1 50.2
No 34.9 49.8 
   

Arches and niches surround the front room of this Spanish Revival home on tour April 27. Photo by Rudy Calpo

As of the March 22 update, Krell 
will face Republican Nikki Ellis in 
the fall. In 2022, McCarty carried the 
district by more than 30 points.

In statewide contests, Rep. Adam 
Schi� , a Democrat, was the top 
vote-getter in the U.S. Senate contest, 
carrying Sacramento County and 
every Curtis Park precinct. He will face 
former baseball star Steve Garvey, a 
Republican, in the fall.

Either Rep. Katie Porter or Rep. 
Barbara Lee, both Democrats, � nished 
second to Schi�  in Curtis Park-area 
precincts.

Neighborhood voters, meanwhile, 
were much more supportive of Prop-
osition 1 than the state as a whole. 
� e measure authorizes $6.4 billion 
in borrowing to build mental-health 
treatment facilities.

Proposition 1 received almost two-
thirds of the vote in Curtis Park-area 
precincts but barely passed statewide, 
with just 50.2 percent of the vote as of 
March 22. 

Turnout stood at about 60.4% in 
the Curtis Park area, signi� cantly better 
than the 34.8% statewide turnout and 
39.9% countywide turnout.

Older voters represented a dispro-
portionate share of the March 5 elector-
ate in Curtis Park as well as statewide, 
according to preliminary data from 
voter data � rm Political Data, Inc.

Tour
Continued from page 1

Voter
Continued from page 1

JAMES & THE GIANT PEACH JR.
April 19-20
Price: $12
Showtimes and tickets: mmpkids.com/tickets
When James is sent by his conniving aunts to chop down their old 
fruit tree, he discovers a magic potion that grows a tremendous 
peach which he rolls into the ocean, launching a journey of enor-
mous proportions. James befriends a collection of singing insects, 
and they ride the giant piece of fruit across the ocean, facing 
hunger, sharks and plenty of disagreements along the way.

DEREK GRIPPER: MUSIC FROM THE 
STRINGS OF MALI

April 27
Prices: $30-$40
Tickets: derekgripper.com
Not just a concert but an immersive musical exploration that 
bridges continents and genres. As a globally renowned South Afri-
can guitarist, Gripper has rewritten the narrative of classical guitar 
by infusing it with the captivating sounds of the West African kora.
“Music from the Strings of Mali” promises a raw, authentic expe-
rience, a musical expedition that embodies the human spirit in its 
highs and lows, its mastery and its quest for learning. It’s about 
embracing the beauty of imperfection and transformation that 
makes music – and life – so compelling.

We specialize in insuring the older home.

State Farm InSurance companIeS
Home oFFIce: BloomIngton, IllInoIS

K E N  P E R R Y , agent
2724 24th Street
Sacramento, ca 95818 (916) 452-6668
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LEISURE
Book Club
2nd Monday, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Room 12
April 8 – “The Daughter of Time,” by 
Josephine Tey

Non� ction Book Club
3rd Thursday, 11 a.m.-noon Room 12
April 18 – “The Book of Animal Secrets,” by 
David Argus

Life History Writing
Wednesdays, 1-3 p.m. Room 12

Open Art Studio
Bring in your art or craft project to work on 
while socializing.
Fridays, noon-3 p.m. Room 11

CARDS & GAMES
Pinochle
Fridays, 1-3 p.m. Room 12

Mahjong
Mondays, 10 a.m.-noon, Room 12

Fun Bridge (contract)
Thursdays, 1-3 p.m. Room 12

Women’s Friendship Group
Meet new friends and discover new hobbies. 
2nd and 4th Wednesdays,
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Room 11

EDUCATION
My Story Project
2nd Monday, 1-3 p.m. Room 12

Property Management
916 457–4907

Helping Dreams Come True in the Sierra Curtis Neighborhood since 1974

“For Fine Older Homes and 
Quality Newer Homes”

Buying or Selling
916 451–6702

COOK REALTY 
can assist with 
the purchase 
or sale of any 
property 
across the 
nation!

www.cookrealty.net 
800 450–3148 4305 Freeport Blvd.

SWANBERG’S on J

Sacramento’ s
B EST &  largest 
selection of
H awaiian Sh irts 
and  Sand als,  
Retro B aseball T’ s
and  Tiki stuff!

2316 J  Street
916 447– 628 4

Color

EVERYONE IS WELCOME
Activities are free, except where noted. (Donations appreciated) 

Room 12 • 916 455-6339. For more information: Sierra2.org.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME
Activities are free, except where noted. (Donations appreciated) 

Room 12 • 916 455-6339. For more information: Sierra2.org.
Questions? Please contact groups directly.
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Punch cards $80/10 classes;
$45/5 classes or $10 drop-in

(purchase in the Sierra 2 of� ce)

TAI CHI CHUAN
Wednesdays, 10-11 a.m. Studio 1

STRENGTH AND BALANCE
Tuesdays, 10-11 a.m. Studio 1

GENTLE YOGA
Tuesdays, 11 a.m.-noon Studio 1

LINE DANCE CLASS
Tuesdays, 1-2 p.m. Studio 2

SENIOR WELLNESS 
PROGRAM

ART
Glass Acts Mosaics Collective
All skill levels welcome.
Tuesdays, noon-3 p.m. Room 11
glassactmosaics.org

MUSIC
Beginning Taiko Drumming
4-week class
No experience necessary.
Tuesdays, 6-7 p.m. Studio 1
kristyoshiro.com/taiko-classes

Intermediate Taiko Drumming
4-week class
Previous taiko experience required.
Tuesdays, 7-8:30 p.m. Studio 1
kristyoshiro.com/taiko-classes

MARTIAL ARTS
Yi family Tai Chi/Qi Gong,
Shaolin Martial Arts
Tuesdays/Thursdays, 7-8 p.m. Studio 2
Saturdays, 10-11 a.m. Studio 2
lohan36@sbcglobal.net

Eagle Claw Kung Fu
Mondays, 6-7 p.m.
Wednesdays, 6-7:15 p.m. Studio 2
Saturdays, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Studio 2
Sifu Mary Melliza: 916-802-3144

ADULT DANCE 
Dancing with Heidi
Tuesdays, 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Children’s Ballet I, ages 6-9 (no experience 
required)
Wednesdays, 6-7:30 p.m. Adult/Teen Basic 
Ballet (some experience required)
Wednesdays, 7:15-8:30 p.m.
Adult/Teen Ballet from the Beginning (no experi-
ence required)
dancingwithheidi@gmail.com

Two Rivers Dance Center/
River City Taps
Mondays-Thursdays/Saturdays
Class schedules:
tworiversdancecenter.com and rivercitytaps.com

FITNESS
Zumba with Pakko
Sundays, 10-11 a.m. Studio 3
pakko.zumba@yahoo.com

Zumba Gold
Mondays, 10-11 a.m. Studio 2
Wednesdays, 9-10 a.m. Studio 2
Saturdays, 8-9 a.m. Studio 2

WW Studio Workshop
Thursdays/Fridays, 8:30 a.m. Room 10
Sat., 8:30 a.m. & 10 a.m. Room 10
800-374-9191, weightwatchers.com

OTHER
Camellia Society of Sacramento 
Meetings
Last Sunday of the month, 2-5 p.m. Room 12
916-371-2174
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VIBRANT EXPRESSIONS 
PAINTING
Thursday, April 11: YELLOW
Monthly: 2nd Thursdays
6-7:30 p.m.
$35 per class
Optional paint kit: $25
This exciting new class will explore our intuitive 
personal connections with the colors of the 
rainbow. This class is not your typical color theory 
and mixing class. It is an artistic adventure in 
which you will immerse yourself in the emotional 
and cultural dimensions of color, discovering the 
unique ways that each hue can evoke feelings and 
tell stories.

SACSEWS: QUILTING BASICS
Saturday & Sunday, April 13 & 14
10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
$120/two classes 
Embark on a creative journey where the art of 
quilting comes to life. This two-day comprehen-
sive introduction is perfect for beginners and 
those with some sewing experience, offering a 
deep dive into the essential skills needed to craft 
cozy quilts. From learning about quilting tools 
and precision cutting to exploring various quilting 
stitches and binding techniques, participants 
will gain the con� dence to create a personalized 
piece. Uncover the principles of quilt design, ex-
plore color theory and bring your unique vision to 
fruition. Materials are included in the cost and will 

be provided. All experience levels are welcome.

INTRO TO DRAWING 
Saturday, April 20: The Tiger Lily
10 a.m.-noon 
$30
Spring is here, and � owers are everywhere. In 
this month’s class, we’ll create a showy tiger 
lily. This bright orange bloom commands attention 
and is an ideal subject to study form and color. 
Because of the color variations, this dramatic 
design is most suited for colored pencils. Your 
completed pictures can be framed and hung or 
gifted. Local artist and teacher Marie Taylor offers 
step-by-step instruction in a relaxed and welcom-
ing environment for ages 16 and up. This class 
is ideal for beginners or those wishing to practice 
their drawing skills.

SKETCHING THE HEAD
Sunday, April 28
1-3 p.m.
$30
This class studies the head, its proportions, poses 
and expressions in simple line sketching with pen-
cil and pen as a preparation for the May 5 class 
“Drawing the Face.” Prior art experience is helpful 
but not required. This informal, educational class is 
a great way to develop your artistic con� dence and 
to meet others with similar interests in a welcom-
ing environment. Local artist and teacher Marie 
Taylor is the instructor.

TO REGISTER FOR A CLASS
sierra2.org/thelearnery

Color

SMUD can help with rebates on heat pump water heaters, heat pump HVAC systems, 
panel upgrades and induction cooktops. There are also incentives for electric vehicles. 
Going electric not only saves on energy costs, it’s also safer, healthier and better for 
the environment.

The Curtis Park Electric Stars are your neighbors and can help you make the switch with 
information about SMUD rebates and access to quali�ed contractors.

Go electric and get rebates up to $3,500

©0271-24  3/24  ® A trademark of Sacramento Municipal Utility District, Reg. U.S. Pat. & Tm. Off.

To learn more, email the 
Curtis Park Electric Stars by 
scanning this QR code or at
CP.ElectricStars@gmail.com

Scan this code to learn more 
about available rebates or 
visit smud.org/Rebates

By Matthew Royal

Curtis Park is set to welcome a unique 
newcomer to its co� ee scene with 

the opening of Qisa Co� ee (pronounced 
KISS-uh), a venture that promises to 
blend rich cultural heritage with a strong 
sense of community. Owned by local 
resident Abdul Aziz, Qisa Co� ee aims to 
be more than just a co� ee shop. It’s envi-
sioned as a gathering place where stories 
are shared and connections are made over 
cups of carefully crafted co� ee. Inspired 
by the storied Qisa Khwani Bazaar in 
Peshawar, Pakistan, the name “Qisa” 
translates to “story,” re� ecting the shop’s 
focus on creating a vibrant, storytelling 
atmosphere.

After a three-year search for the perfect 
location, Aziz found a home for Qisa 
Co� ee in the Amalia Development on 
24th Street, across from the Sierra 2 � e-
ater. � is eagerly anticipated addition to 
the Curtis Park neighborhood promises 
outdoor seating on a dog-friendly patio. 
Qisa Co� ee’s espresso drinks will intro-
duce a distinct � avor pro� le, incorporat-
ing Yemeni and Armenian beans with a 
secret ingredient that pays homage to the 
shop’s Pakistani roots. � is unique ap-
proach is complemented by a selection of 
desserts and savory items, continuing the 
tradition of Aziz’s previous venture, Bak-
lava and Co� ee, which will continue its 
presence at Sacramento farmers markets.

R Cubed Lifestyle, a clothing, gift and 
home goods store, previously had leased 
the space in the Amalia building, but 

shop owner Shannon Gilley said it didn’t 
work out. “� e space wasn’t what we were 
told it would be and, so, it didn’t make 
sense for us to be there,” she explained. R 
Cubed Lifestyle has an existing business 
on Riverside Boulevard in Land Park.

Scheduled to open in June, Qisa Cof-
fee is poised to become a cherished Curtis 
Park establishment. Aziz’s journey from 
a co� ee shop in Peshawar to a beloved 
� xture at local farmers’ markets, and now 
to a permanent location in Sacramento, is 
a testament to his passion for co� ee and 
community. Aziz’s dedication to building 
a space where community, culture and 
co� ee converge is evident, where each vis-
it is an opportunity to forge connections 
and create lasting memories. For updates 
on their progress and opening announce-
ments, follow @qisaco� ee on Instagram.

Qisa Co� ee is coming to Curtis Park in June.
Photo by Dorsey Gri�  th

Qisa Coffee brews blend of 
culture and community in 
Curtis Park
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By Kathy Les

SCNA’s Racial Justice Committee welcomes all 
Curtis Park residents in a neighborhood-wide 

reading of “Between the World and Me” by Ta-Nehisi 
Coates. � e committee hopes this � rst-ever community 
reading will enable in-depth exploration and discussion 
of various race-related issues.

Coates’s memoir is written as a letter to his then-
15-year-old son. � e letter explores his relationship 
with his father and his son in the context of growing 
up facing racial inequality. In beautiful prose, the book 
addresses the psychological and physical trauma experi-
enced by Blacks through generations. 

Published in 2015, “Between the World and Me” 
won the National Book Award for non� ction as well 
as the NAACP Image Award in 2016 for Outstanding 
Literary Work in the Biography/Autobiography genre. 
� e book remained on the New York Times bestseller list 
for months following publication. Coates went on to 
win a Genius Award from the MacArthur Foundation 
and currently teaches at Howard University.

� e book club meeting will be held at Sierra 2 in 
early June (exact date to be announced). To participate, 
email info@sierra2.org indicating your interest in the 
book club or to ask questions. Obtain a copy of “Be-
tween the World and Me” at a local bookstore, either 
Underground Books or � e Avid Reader. � e book 
club meeting will include a guided discussion with an 
opportunity for attendees to share their thoughts.

Police Review Commission and deadly force 
� e March meeting of the Racial Justice Commit-

tee featured guest speakers Keyan Bliss and Manuel 
Buenrostro, chair and vice chair respectively of the 
Sacramento Community Police Review Commission. 
� ey spoke on the commission’s relationship to the 
Sacramento Police Department as well as the depart-
ment’s acquisition of military equipment and their use 
of deadly force standards.

AB 481, adopted three years ago by the state legisla-
ture, requires police departments to assess their military 
equipment and how it impacts civilians. Studies show 
marginalized communities with high Black and brown 
populations are more likely to experience police use of 

this equipment. Last year for the � rst time, the City 
Council directed the police department to work with 
the commission to gather demographic information 
on any use of military equipment, including when and 
where it was used and who it was used against.

Similarly, AB 392, adopted in 2019 by the state 
legislature, requires police departments to train o�  cers 
in the use of deadly force, but Chair Bliss emphasized 
o�  cers still have a lot of leeway before exhausting all 
other possibilities.

� e commission has made 155 recommendations 
on how police o�  cers might better handle deadly force 
interactions. � e commission’s community forums have 
demonstrated that citizens have a keen interest in work-
ing with the police department to prevent unnecessary 
deaths at the hands of police o�  cers.

For those interested in the police review commis-
sion’s work, the public is welcome at their meetings on 
the second Monday of each month in City Council 
chambers at 5:30 p.m.

“We do this work because we care about it and want 
to help make changes,” said Commissioner Bliss. “We 
seek to re� ect our shared values and interest in public 
safety.”

� e full meeting was recorded and can be viewed at 
sierra2.org/neighborhood-scna/racial-justice.

LOCAL
MUSIC SCENE
Here’s your handy guide

Color

THE SIDE DOOR 
2900 Franklin Blvd.  
(Newly renovated!)
thesidedoor.net 
All shows 7 p.m.
Tickets: $20-$30. Ad-
vance tickets available.
Friday, April 5: Kevin 
Seconds/Hutch Harris/
Kepi Ghoulie, round-robin 
extravaganza from three 
well-known purveyors of 
heart and mirth

Saturday, April 6: Richard March and Justin Farren, 
top-notch, Sacramento-based singer-songwriters. Deep, 
intuitive storytelling in song

Friday, April 12: The Cof� s Brothers, acoustic, Santa 
Cruz-based rootsy rock/folk band

Friday, April 13: John Reischman and The Jaybirds, 
Grammy-winning, mandolin-led stylish bluegrass quintet.

Saturday, April 19: The Slocan Ramblers, masterful, 
young, award-winning bluegrass group from Toronto

Saturday, April 20: Bastard Sons of Johnny Cash, 
country/Americana band led by Nashville songwriter/singer 
Mark Stuart and featuring dazzling Sacramento guitarist 
Steve Randall

Saturday, April 27: Cary Morin & Ghost Dog, high-ener-
gy, roots-infused Native Americana with hints of bluegrass, 
folk, blues and rock

OLD SOUL COFFEE
3434 Broadway Ave. 95817 
oldsoulco.com/cafes/40-acres-in-oak-park/
Sundays, 4 p.m.-6 p.m. FREE.
“Jazz @ Old Soul” 40 Acres curated by noted guitarist 
Ross Hammond. New groups every week.

THE GUILD THEATER
2828 35th St. 
sthope.org/post/pohop-poetry-and-hip-hop-night 
First Thursdays, 7 p.m.
The Guild Theater’s monthly Poetry and Hip-Hop Night, 
POHOP, is hosted by J. Nash.

TWO RIVERS CIDER CO.
4311 Attawa Ave.
tworiverscider.com/events
Open for beverages and food plus these free events:
Tuesdays: “Dead Night” w/Dick’s Picks, Dave’s Picks and 
unreleased. 5:30 p.m.-9 p.m.
Thursdays: Black Yacht Club presents “The Acoustic 
Circus,” 1st Thursday, 7-9 p.m.
“On the 2 & the 4,” Jazz with Kent Lacin & Two Rivers 
Trio,” 2nd & 4th Thursdays, 6-9 p.m.
Fridays: “Local Sounds” acoustic showcase hosted by 
Four-Eyed Whale, 6-9 p.m.
Saturdays: Ukulele class with Gurukulele (Jim Coats), 4-5 
p.m.

– Mindy Giles

Slocan Ramblers at The Side 
Door Photo Courtesy of the Artist

Support live music! 
#SaveOurStages!

At HOME in Curtis Park

F ab ulous F rench Country single story overlook ing the 
p ark  in Crock er V illage!  

2292 Pierce Arrow Lane

SO
LD

Buying or Selling… I am here to help.

STEFFAN BROWN
R E A L  E S T A T E

=
steffan@steffanbrown.com

916 717–7217

At HOME in Curtis Park

2125 Portola Way Curtis Park Craftsman Cottage
On a beautiful tree-lined street, this 2-bedroom, 2-bath 
home was renovated in 2012. Large kitchen with island, 
granite countertops and stainless steel appliances.
Updated bathrooms/travertine tile. Dual pane windows.

Buying or Selling… I am here to help.

STEFFAN BROWN
R E A L  E S T A T E

=
steffan@steffanbrown.com

916 717–7217

A Reputation For Understanding 
Fine Older Homes From The Inside Out

R are 1 9 0 4  Craf tsman B ungalow  nestled in the heart of  Curtis P ark !  B oasting originality,  
this amaz ing 3  b edroom,  2  b ath b eauty retains its natural charms of  the classic f ront p orch,  
hardwood fl oors, formal living and dining rooms with wainscoting and gorgeous built-ins 
at every turn. Lovely updated and spacious kitchen with breakfast area and access to 
the “offi ce”. Take the short trip upstairs where two generous bedrooms and a bath await 
that are b athed in the light of  b eautif ul new  w indow s and coz ied up  w ith new  insulation 
in the attic and walls, giving the upstairs an almost tree-house feeling. This home also 
boasts an updated electrical panel (2020), 50 year roof (2005) and HVAC (2005/2008). 
R elax  in the large b ack yard w ith a gorgeous new er B raz ilian Cumaru hardw ood deck  and 
luxurious hot tub. The one car garage has been skillfully fi nished and used as a movie 
theater room but can easily be converted to its original intent. This timeless Bungalow 
b eck ons you home!  

2239 Marshall Way

SCNA Racial Justice Committee 
announces book club choice
Police Review Commission also speaks on deadly force
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By Daniel Pskowski

As � rst reported by Sierra 2 sta� , 
the large California coast live 

oak (Quercus agrifolia) in front of the 
Sierra 2 Center fell over during the 
predawn hours of � ursday, Feb. 22. 
Fortunately, no one was hurt, and the 
building was unscathed. However, some 
of the branches came to rest on an 
above-ground SMUD transformer, and 
a few limbs blocking the public side-
walk had to be immediately cleared. 

It was breezy that morning but not 
the stormy 50-mph winds that Sacra-
mento experienced on Feb. 4 that felled 
three large trees in the neighborhood. 
When the 41-inch diameter oak in 
front of Sierra 2 fell over, it pulled up a 
small amount of the surrounding soil, 
which could indicate extensive decay in 
the anchoring roots. However, minor 
excavation and examination of 10 roots, 

measuring up to 12 inches in diameter, 
found them all to be healthy. I estimate 
the tree to be 40 to 60 years old.

So why did this oak suddenly fall 
over? Additional probing and digging 
uncovered a large void in the ground. 
After ruling out decay organisms, roots 
damaged by trenching, excessive mois-
ture or hardpan soils, I concluded that 
this was a sinkhole failure. Sinkholes are 
cavities in the ground that form when 
water erodes an underlying rock layer.

� is type of failure is rare in Sacra-
mento but can occur because the city 
lies in a � ood plain. In my nearly 30-
year tenure as the city arborist, I came 
across sinkhole failures fewer than a 
dozen times, one of them also in Curtis 
Park. In that case, it was the loss of a 
44-inch diameter valley oak (Quercus 
lobata) in Bruce Pierini’s 25th Street 
backyard during last year’s New Year’s 
Eve storm. 

Fallen California coast live oak at Sierra 2 Center Photo by Will Carlton

Sierra 2 oak tree the victim of 
a sinkhole

Trees in Curtis Park

POINT OF VIEW

RENT SPACE for: 
Wedding
Showers

Special Events 
Meetings

Classes
Conferences 

Workshops
Plays 

Sierra2.org
916 452-3005
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Rental Space at

Weddings •  Showers • Special Events • Meetings
Classes • Conferences • Workshops  • Plays

Sierra2.org • (916) 452-3005

Rental Spaces

Sierra2.org
(916) 452-3005

Weddings •  Showers 
Special Events • Meetings

Classes • Conferences 
Workshops  • Plays

Sierra2.org • (916) 452-3005

LEARN • MAKE •  GROW • BECOME

Sierra2.org • (916) 452-3005

LEARN • MAKE •  GROW • BECOME
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Rental Spaces

Sierra2.org
(916) 452-3005

Weddings •  Showers 
Special Events • Meetings

Classes • Conferences 
Workshops  • Plays

Rick

Jennings

City 
Council 

Member 
District 7
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ADVERTISE in Viewpoint. 
Call Fran Coletti: 

916 452-3005 x210
or fran@sierra2.org

Become 
an SCNA 
member:
Check out 

sierra2.org

Become 
an SCNA 
member:
Check out 

sierra2.org

Become an SCNA 
member: sierra2.org

ADVERTISE

in Viewpoint: 

Fran Coletti 

916 452-3005 x210.

Curtis Park 
news 

since 1979

Workers cut and begin to remove fallen oak tree at Sierra 2 on March 22.  Photo by Anne da Vigo
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No Color

Together we can preserve and 
tell the story of your life.

You have Photos. We have Solutions.

Photo Organizing  | Photo Memory Books

judybujold.com
photos@judybujold.com
916 747–9236

Digital Photo 
Manager

Gather • Preserve • Organize • Share

West Curtis F’OAKS
(aka 23rd St. Gang)

We VIEWPOINT!

By Daniel Pskowski

At its Feb. 27 meeting, the Sacramento City 
Council adopted the 2040 General Plan and 

Climate Action and Adaptation Plan, which aim to 
re� ect current conditions and new legal requirements. 
� e plans include sections on Tree Canopy Expansion, 
Tree List, Urban Forest Maintenance and Planting but 
no mention of preserving existing trees.

Trees are our � rst line of defense in combatting 
climate change yet more Sacramento trees have been 
removed in the past decade than in the 20 years prior. 
Why? A paradigm shift occurred in Sacramento’s ur-
ban forest management philosophy. It went from the 
protection and preservation of trees to removing them 
on development sites. Curtis Park residents witnessed 

this � rsthand on the 72-acre Crocker Village site, 
where more than 300 trees were removed including 
147 that are classi� ed as heritage trees (now called pri-
vate protected trees). Only 12 heritage trees were pre-
served along the northern property line. However, two 
of the 12 were removed after Urban Forestry approved 
removal permits submitted by new homeowners and 
after appeals to preserve the trees were denied.

� e downtown Sacramento Commons project 
removed 199 trees. � e Sacramento Convention 
Center project removed 79 trees. � ese are just a 
few examples of trees lost to development projects. 
Furthermore, Urban Forestry is approving the removal 
of o� site trees so developers can maximize building 
square footage. So many large trees in Sacramento 
have been removed during this paradigm shift that the 

Sacramento Tree Foundation initiated an Urban Wood 
Rescue Program to process the wood from all the trees 
being removed.

� e section of the city code that protects trees 
on development sites has not changed. But Urban 
Forestry no longer requires developers to incorporate 
existing trees into their project design, so sites are 
routinely clear-cut.

Tree removal o� sets gains made from e� orts to se-
quester carbon. � e city does not calculate these losses 
when measuring carbon reduction gains in other areas 
like transportation.

An example: Developers wanted to cut down 
10, 100-foot coast redwoods on the perimeter of a 
development site near Sacramento State University. A 
forest ecologist determined that the 10 trees captured 
8,056 pounds of carbon dioxide annually. � e city’s 
2040 General Plan and Climate Action Adaption Plan 
should have addressed this and all the other trees that 
are being removed.

Planet Earth does not have time to wait 50 years for 
the replacement trees to sequester the carbon dioxide 
that the now-removed trees were storing so well.

Daniel Pskowski lives on Castro Way.

POINT  VIEW
Tree removal for development hurts the environment

916 899–4606 
corbinemmett@yahoo.com

CSLB: 942801

With 45 years experience, 
we specialize in older homes!

CORBIN CONSTRUCTION

If you dream it, Emmett can build it!

By Patti Roberts 

An alarm went o�  at Taylor’s Mar-
ket on Freeport Boulevard in 

the early morning hours last month. But 
when the police arrived, nothing seemed 
amiss – no broken windows or doors, 
nothing trashed. � ey � gured it was a 
false alarm. 

Sta�  arriving for work the next morn-
ing discovered otherwise.

“� at’s when we realized the door 
had been jimmied, and the safe was 
gone,” said Taylor’s Assistant Manager 
Casey Shideler. “Someone had used our 
dolly to move the heavy safe and take it 
out the back door. We all stood around 
at the empty space where the safe had 
been and just stared at each other out of 
confusion. Nothing else was out of place 
or missing – just the safe. 

“We were all shocked and a little 
freaked out,” Shideler added. “We still 
have the feeling of being violated and 
disappointed that it happened.”

Taylor’s wasn’t the only locally owned 

small business hit during that one-week 
period in a similar fashion.

Taylor’s was burglarized on March 
7, the same night thieves broke into 
Compton’s Market on McKinley Boule-
vard and the night after V. Miller Meats 
on Folsom Boulevard was burglarized. 
Selland’s Market on Broadway and 
Orphan Breakfast House on 35th and C 
streets were burglarized in a similar way 
a week earlier on Feb. 27.

“It seems like all the break-ins were 
done quickly while the alarms were go-
ing o� ,” said Taylor’s Assistant Manager 
Jason Chapman. “� at’s the reason we 
feel like they had already cased our store 
– they knew where the safe was, where 
our dolly was, how to jimmy the door.” 

� ough the Sacramento Police 
Department can’t con� rm the break-ins 
were linked, the similarities are obvious. 

“� ese are all open and active investi-
gations. In order to protect the integrity of 
the investigations, we do not have any fur-
ther information to release at this time,” 
the police department said in a statement.  

At Taylor’s Market, neighbors have 
expressed condolences to the sta� , said 
Chapman, which means a lot to the 
owner and employees. � e store has 
installed new security methods. 

Local representatives also have ex-
pressed their concerns about the Taylor’s 
Market burglary, as well as the other 
locally owned businesses hit.

“I’m concerned about the recent 
break-ins at our community’s small 
businesses like Taylor’s Market,” said 
Councilman Rick Jennings. “Small 
businesses are the lifeblood of our 

community. I’m working directly with 
our area police captain to make sure that 
the resources necessary are provided to 
the Sacramento Police Department to 
support our neighborhoods and small 
businesses.” 

“As mayor, it’s disheartening to see 
small businesses such as Taylor’s Mar-
ket targeted by break-ins,” said Mayor 
Darrell Steinberg. “I want to assure our 
community that our dedicated police 
department is actively investigating 
these crimes to hold those responsible 
accountable.” 

Burglars hit neighborhood market 

Taylor’s Market Photo by Steve Martarano



Faith Bernstein, the daughter of 
Dan Bernstein and Jill Estro� 

of Sixth Avenue, recently directed, 
produced and edited a 9-minute video 
story for “Good Morning America” 
about the impact of radiation expo-
sure on area residents as a result of the 
atomic bomb test in Los Alamos, New 
Mexico in 1945. �e piece, which 
appears on the show’s digital plat-
form, is called “Forgotten collateral 
damage: �e stories you didn’t see in 
Oppenheimer.” It features interviews 
with a group of radiation exposure 
victims called “Trinity Downwinders” 
�ghting to be recognized and compen-
sated under the Radiation Exposure 
Compensation Act (RECA) before it 
expires this June. One of the members 
says that in her family alone, cancer 
diagnoses run �ve generations deep, 
including 31 radiogenic cases on her 
mother’s side.

�e group has received more atten-
tion recently because of the success 
of the 2024 Academy Award “Best 
Picture” winner “Oppenheimer.” On 
March 7, the U.S. Senate passed a bill 
to extend and expand RECA; the bill 
now awaits a vote in the U.S. House of 
Representatives.

Bernstein, 32, has been at ABC News 

for �ve years. Her work focuses on hu-
manizing communities that have endured 
discrimination and hardship. Her recent 
video series on the Club Q shooting and 
surviving LGBTQIA+ community in 
Colorado Springs has been nominated for 
a GLAAD Media Award for Outstanding 
Online Journalism.

To view the story of the Trinity 
Downwinders, visit goodmorning
america.com/news/story/untold-op-
penheimer-story-female-activists-�ght-
ing-justice-after-107849537.

– Viewpoint sta�
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Neighbors who walk by Fourth 
Avenue and 22nd Street will 

note the absence of the uno�cial side-
walk greeter, Pepper. For 19 years, Pep-
per the cat welcomed all passersby 
and enjoyed sharing her a�ection and 
receiving pets and belly rubs in return. 
Pepper took her journey over the rain-
bow to join all her dearly departed cat 
buddies on March 4.

Pepper lived at the home of my 
neighbor, Adelaide Owens. Owens’ son 
originally brought Pepper home as a kit-
ten after �nding her on a friend’s farm. 
Pepper visited me frequently and, after 
Adelaide moved away, Pepper stayed 

with the woman who rented her home; 
our neighborhood helped care for her.

I agreed to take charge of Pepper’s 
medical care, which involved monthly 
arthritis shots and re�lls on thyroid 
medications. She also needed surgery to 
remove a benign tumor but was other-
wise healthy. �at changed recently 
when she stopped eating and was mov-
ing much slower. I decided to let her go, 
and she passed gently on my lap. I keep 
her ashes in her special art box.

 I miss her greatly and so do my 
neighbors. 

– Patrice Norris

Pepper Photo by Patrice Norris

Neighborhood grieves friendly 
feline’s passing

Faith Bernstein Courtesy of Faith Bernstein

Curtis Park native produces 
untold Oppenheimer story

By Judy Green Scheible

Fresh produce and free cooking 
demonstrations will be o�ered 

Saturday, April 6 when the Oak Park 
Farmers Market opens at 9 a.m. in Mc-
Clatchy Park. Market Manager Gerine 
Williams plans to start the season with 
20 vendors, telling Viewpoint that she 
expects additional vendors as harvests 
develop. Williams works through the 
Food Literacy Center, which runs the 
market. Former longtime manager 
Joany Titherington has stepped aside for 

health reasons.
Williams said she expects customers 

to enjoy cooking demonstrations by 
Sacramento chef Mike �iemann at 10 
a.m., chef Patrick Mulvaney at 11 a.m. 
and chef Byron Hugs at noon. Each 
demonstration will include free samples.

Williams has worked at the market 
as a volunteer and sta� member since 
2014. Starting on April 6, she will o�er 
a recipe kit for children that includes 
coupons that can be used toward certain 
produce ingredients to make the recipes 
in the kit.

Oak Park Farmers Market 
opens April 6

Graduates 
to appear 
in June 
Viewpoint

It’s time to send Viewpoint
portraits and information 

about this year’s high school and 
college graduates. 

For each graduate, please 
include name, parents’ names, 
Curtis Park street name, graduate’s 
school, post-high school or college 
plans and phone number. 

Please send information and 
photos in high-resolution jpeg for-
mat to susan56ayr@sbcglobal.net.

�e deadline is May 10.

Are you a painter, 
printmaker, poet, 

photographer, weaver or 
sculptor? Viewpoint wants 
to share your creations 
with the community in our 
periodic Park Arts column. 
Send high-resolution photos 
of your work, a brief artist 
statement and contact infor-
mation to Dorsey.gri�th@
gmail.com.

Calling 
all Curtis 
Park 
Artists

Photo by Rudy Calpo
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Bret Harte Elementary will host a pancake 
breakfast during the annual Home & Garden 

Tour on Saturday, April 27. Proceeds from the break-
fast will support next year’s class trip to Sly Park. Bret 
Harte grandparent Monica Hyde of Ninth Avenue is 
organizing the fundraiser.

“�e pancake breakfast is a Bret Harte tradition 
and a good fundraising tool,” she said. 

Since the school district no longer covers the cost 
of the Sly Park trip, it’s up to students to raise the 
money. �e breakfast will be available from 8-10 a.m. 
and includes pancakes, bacon, eggs, fruit and co�ee. 
Tickets may be pre-purchased on �ursday, April 11 
from 4:30-5:30 p.m. in front of the school for $8 or 
on the day of the event for $10. 

Fifth-grade teacher Ted Richardson, who has been 
teaching at the school for 35 years, said the pancake 
breakfast predates him. 

“�e pancake breakfast would have lines coming 
out of the campus and down Franklin Boulevard,” he 
said of breakfasts he witnessed during his �rst teach-
ing years. “People were excited to come. It was a great 
opportunity for alumni to gather.” 

In addition to the pancake breakfast, the California 
Native Plant Society’s Gardens Gone Native Tour will 
include tours of the school’s native plant garden on the 
corner of Ninth Avenue and Franklin Boulevard. Den-
nis Gunvalson of Sixth Avenue, a self-described garden 
addict, has managed the garden since its creation in 
2015. �e native garden project is an example of the 
neighborly collaboration that happens in Curtis Park. 

“In 2015, a few neighbors including Daniel 
�ompson and Ruby Bailey met with Bret Harte’s 
[former] principal James Tucker,” Gunvalson said. 

“�ey o�ered to provide funding to transform a very 
unsightly trash and weed-infested busy street corner 
into an appealing landscape.” 

Multiple volunteers prepped the area, mulched, 
installed a drip irrigation system and planted the orig-
inal nine varieties of native plants. Of the 50 varieties 
of plants currently featured in the garden, all but 
four are native. Volunteers will be available to answer 
questions about the garden on April 27. Tickets are 
not required, and the tour is free. For anyone interest-
ed in viewing all the gardens on the tour, registration 
is required to receive the tour map. More information 
is on the Sacramento Valley California Native Plants 
Society website: sacvalleycnps.org/gardens-gone-na-
tive-tour/.

Anyone interested in volunteering or donating sup-
plies for the pancake breakfast should contact the Bret 
Harte PTA at BretHarteBearsPTA@gmail.com. Native garden at Bret Harte Photos by Lindsey Sin

Bret Harte pancake breakfast and native garden tour set for April 27




